— F 
- 


-, 

* 2 P = 
wy K _ 3 AL 

Fi ' N * 

q * ” Fo 2 — 
FP FY ks : 4 
> 2 12 
1 4 af 
. N ApS A > 


NEW AND EASY M ETH 0 D 


ö . 


r 


* 
. . 5 «Rat BTR NT 


— 


/ re 


| TO n AFFECTED WITH THE 
VENEREAL DISEASE. 

: TO WHICH IS ANNEXED 

A Nxw TareoRy of the ACcT1oN of this 

* METAL on the SALIVARY GLANDS, 


1 Tranſlated from the Latin of 

Jos rp James PLENCK, Profeſſor of 
Surgery and Midwifery, at VIENNA. 

THE THIRD EU 

: TO WHICH IS PREFIXED, - 

A TABLE, exhibiting, at one View, all the PR x- 

* paRaTtrions of MERCURy, reduced under 
proper Heads. 8 


II 

An AypEnDix of Remarks on Mr. PLEN ER; together with 
ſome Experiments and Obſervations which aſcertain- 
with more Accuracy a ſteady and pniform Method of 
giving his Medicine; and a ſhort and eaſy Method of 
preparing the Mexcurius CALCINATUS, 


By WILLIAM SAUNDERS, M.D. 


| ———_——_—— N "x 
PHYSICIAN to Guy's HOSPITAL. 


ET. 
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Leta venire Venus, triſtis abire ſolet. 
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Exhibiting, at One View, 


All the Prin of M ERCURY, 

reduced under proper Heads, and taken 
From Dr. SAUNDERS$'s Syllabus 
of Chemiſtry, printed. for the Uſe of 
fuch Pupils as attend hi LECTURES 
on that Subject 2 Lowv po. 


QUICKSILVER. 


A Crude. 
Hydrargyrus purificatus 56 ON GEN 2 
B. in Vapour. 4 45 
Mercurius ad ſuffumigji; 


C. Triturated. 8 


a. alone. 
Tragea Keyſeri 
b. with Honey. 

Pilulæ Mercuriales E. 1744. 
c. with Balſam. 


Pilulæ Mercuriales L. 
"'Unguentum cæruleum fortius et mitius L. E. 
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Emplaſtrum commune cum Mercurio L, 


Rerciriale E. 
Ceratum Mercuriale . 


d. with Reſin. 
Pilule Mercuriales E. 
ZEthiopice E. 


e. with Gum. | 
Solutio Mercurialis Plenck. 


f, with Suet. 
Unguentum Mercuriale E. 


2 with Abſorbents. 
Mercurius alcaliſatus 


h. with Sugar. 


Mercurius ſaccharatus E. 
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1, with Sulphur. 
Zthiops mineralis L. E. 
antimonialis Ph. Paup. E. 


D. Sublimed with Sulphur. 135 
Cinnabaris factitia L. 


— — antimonii 12 
E. Calcined. 


a. alone. 


Mercurius calcinatus L. 
——— — .. Pitatus per ſe 


b. with Gold. 


Mercurius precipitatus folatis Aftruc. 


F. Rendered ſaline. 
a. by Vitriolic Acid. 


Mercurius emeticus flavus L. 


Mercurius præcipitatus flauus E. 
Turpethum minerale E. 

b. by Nitrous Acid. _ ; 
Solutio Mercurii E. | | 
Calx Mercurii E. 


A 3 


L vi 1 
C. . by Moriabic Acid. 


Mercurius ſublimatus corroſivus E's E. 
——præcipitatus albus Boerh. 
Aqua nee E. 


— — phagedznica E. 

bee violaceus diaphoreticus Aſtrue. 
Flores ammoniaco Mercuriales 

Solutio Mercurii per deliquium Aſtruc. 


d. by Vegetable Acid. 
Mercurius tartariſatus 


Pilulæ Keiſeri : Lo 
G. Saline Preparations corrected. 
a. Rendered, mild. E 
aa. by abſtracting Acid. 
aaa. by Calcination. 


Mercurius corroſivus ruber L. 


— calcinatus E. 
F pracipitatus ruber E. 


bbb. by Attraction. 


aaaa. of Water. 


Pulvis Principis Lewis 


[ini }., -. 
bbbb. of Alchohol. 


3 
„ ann . 
Mercurius corallinus 2 x 


Panacæa Mercurii E. 17444 
cccc. of Wasen schiene : 
Arcanum corallinuin Lewis: -' 
Panacza Mercurii rubra Lewis 
addd. of Camphire. in 
Pilulæ e turpetho min. Ph. Paup. E. 
ccc. by Attraction and Precipitation. 
aaaa. of fixed Alkali. 
Mercurius precipitatus fuſcus E. 1744. 
bbbb. of Volatile Alkali. 
Mercurius præcipitatus albus E. 
ccc. of fixed and Vol. Alkali. 
Mercurius precipitatus albus L. 
Unguentum e Mercurio præcipitato L. 
dddd. of Volatile Alkali and Copper. 
Mercurius præcipitatus viridis 
bb. by Addition of Mercury. 


Mercurius ſublimatus dulcis L. E. 


& 1 calomelas. 
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cc. by Addition of Unguent. 


Unguentum citrinum E. 


b. rendered acrid or kept ſo. 
aa. by rediffolving præcipitate. 


1 Mercurius præcipitatus ſolutus 


bb. by Addition of Acid. 


„ Solutio ſublimati cum ſpir. ſalis 

| cc. by ſuſpending with an ammo- 
Fi - . nnacal Salt. 

| | Mercurius corroſivus nitroſunus 
1 Ward's white Drop. 
1 Mercurius corroſiyus muriaticus. 
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FINER Imagine it will ſeem 
+ 1. 1 wonderful to many, 
EN X that quickfilyer, a 
metal next to gold in ſpecific 
gravity, can admit of an entire 
union with, a vegetable gum, 
ſo as not to be barely mixed 
with 1 it, but to be ſo thorough- 
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£ 
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ly extinguiſhed by it, and ſo 
firmly attached to it, as for 


both to remain together for 
ſome 
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ſome time ſuſpended in water, 
and when a ſediment takes 
place, both to fall down to- 


gether, and never, to ſeparate. 
| Tamar this Is really the 
caſe, appears from 4; ver 
ſimple experiment, + and thi 
more ſimple an experiment 
is, it becomes the more ob- 
vious, and che leſs ſubject to 
ern ENTSs of whatever 
kind are of themſelves uſeful: 


for although they may bring 


31 


no other advantage, yet they | | 
free the mind from preju- ; 
dices; they alucidate | what 
would otherwiſe be obſct Cure 0 


f 


they diſtinguiſh d 


7 certainty; they reſtrain the 
licentiouſneſs of fiction; they 
, give entertainment from the 
variety of phenomena. they 
] exhibit; they excite the mind 
to farther tryals; and laſt of 
fall, they extend the limits of 
* ſeience. if 

Bur much more uſeful are 
© ſſuch experiments, which, be- 
ſſides amuſing the learned, re- 
T dound in a public manner to 
the good of our fellow-citi- 
g zens. Experiments either me- 
ey dical, chirurgical, or œ õοn„no- 
!- mical, have chiefly this effect. 

a ; Our experiments here are 
e; of ſuch a nature, which al- 
m i they may of them 


751 ſelves: 


1 
ſelves be curious, yet that a- 
lone would never have impel- | 
led me to write, if I had not 
found from a variety of tryals, 
that their uſe was very exten- | 
five. While indeed I ſaw, | 
from repeated obſervations, | 
that a very mild and inno- 
cent remedy could be pre- 
pared from Mercury, ſubdued 
by vegetable gum ; when, | 
beſides, I perceived that it 
was very uſeful to thoſe af- 

fected with the venereal 24 
eaſe, and therefore that it 
was a medicine of ſo "ml 
eficacy in thoſe caſes; I? 
thought I ſhould be want- 
ing in my duty, as a mem- 


ber 
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= ber to ſociety, if I delayed 
- | the * of them * 
t longer. 

As I am by no means rich, 
1 might have conſulted my 


£08 


„„ own advantage more, I might 
is, have made uſe of a ſordid 
o- 1 prudence, by keeping it as a 
e- ſecret, and then perhaps it 
ed would have been more pro- 
n, fitable. I might have follow- 
it ed the well-known example 
1 of KEISER, who has become 
rich by concealing the com- 
poſition of his pills, though 
leſs efficacious; or of He- 
| RENSWAND, LANGHANS, HILL, 
f and other ſuch illuſtrious 
1 quacks, and thus have pri- 

vately 
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vately laughed in my on 
fleeve. But I always deteſted ? 
ſuch unworthy practices, and 1 N 
will continue to deſpiſe them, ; 
as long as J live; 1 know well ] 
that we are religiouſly bound | l 
to aſſiſt one another as far as | 
. maya} in our power“. | q 
NerTHER the beatbend or 
barbarians, are ſo deſtitute of 
humanity as to forget the ob- 
ligation of doing good, to f 
which by the law of nature | 
we are bound. How much 


* Pet. chap. iv. ver. 8, 10. And above all 
things have fervent charity among yourſelves : | 
for charity ſhall cover the multitude of fins. | 
As every man hath received the gift, even - 
ſo miniſter the ſame one to another, as good | 
ſtewards of the manifold grace of Gop. 


aſhamed | 


| C1 XV 1 E 
n f Iamhamed would the ſordid 
d | venders of theſe Arcana be, 


x | if they were expoſed to the 
| public view of the old Aſſy- 
11 Frians or Babylonians, among 
4 whom there was a law, that 


1s no perſon ſhould pals by the 
: 1 | fick without communicating 
Tr I what remedies he was ac- 
quainted with for their relief, 
and that without either fee or 
o reward. 
e ; TE dvnſticiition! of - phyſic 
hat Vienna is in this reſpect well 
regulated, and this we owe to 
the wiſe councils of the noble 
„L. B. Van SWIE TEN, who em- 
ploys his whole attention, and 
beſtows great labour in en- 


d larging 


Ti xvi ] 


larging the limits of medicine, 
eſpecially of what relates to 
the practice: his attention 
wholly. conſiſts in this, that , 
the moſt efficacious and cer- | 
tain remedies may be daily | 
found out for the benefit and 
advantage the unhappy 
fick, and likewiſe in totally 
baniſhing quacks, mounte- 
banks, and the avaritious ven- 
ders of arcana; while, in the : 
mean time at Paris, .London, | 
and in other large cities, that | 
race of men are with impu- | 
nity tolerated, to the common 
prejudice of mankind, and the 


| reproach of phyſic: 8 


L xvit 
Ox wiſe reſolution of this 
eminent man, is, that if any 
remedy be ſufficiently recom- 
mended for its great utility, 
it is immediately publiſhed 
for the general good; for cer- 
tainly the private advantage of 
one or two perſons is not to 
be preferred to the common 
good of our fellow-citizens. | 
Tnar this is the fixed and 
ſtated opinion of this great man 
will appear evidently from 
what he has written formerly  - 
on the ſubject of the cancer“, | 
| pita 


\e | * Se. 509. Comment. T. 1. p. 901, Forte 
damen et inde aliqua ſpes effulget, non penitus 
impoſſibilem eſſe cancri ſeparationem a par- 
tibus ſanis; licet Hactenus ignoretur, qua 
merhado, quibuſve remediis, hoc fieri poſſit. 
B Quam 


E. 


"9s 


xvill 


and lay on . ſub- 
jects . 

TEE ad as the . 
brated 8ToRRCK ought to be 
impreſſed on our minds, as an 
example and incitement to 
all, who being fortunate in 
his diſcoveries, has early ap- 


plied them for the benefit of 


Quam felix ille qui hoc inveniret? quanta 
peena dignus, qui inventum celaret, turpis 
lucri cauſa ! 


T. IV. § 1371. p. 729. Sed 1 novit, 
arcanorum venditoribus non ſemper haben- 
dam eſſe fidem. Ingenuum decet, ut generis 
humani utilitatem lucro magis æſtimet. Sed 
auri ſacra fames ſzpe aliud ſuadet; nunquam 
me/ptnituit, candide communicaſſe omnibus 
ſi quid in arte utile noviſſem, nec pænitebit, 
certus ſum ino tempore, l 


5 « . dum numina nobis 
8 Moc, infans facit. 
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made publickly 1 uſeful. 


bier pings . lite value 
upon them, if they were net 


Wars T revolved 50-4 theſe 
* rr in my own 
mind, while F had ſo many 
glorious exam] es before me, 
while beſides I thought that 
it was the bu ſineſs of an honeſ 
and ingenuous man, if poſſtble, 
to beſtow His labours on what 
is of general utility, I found 
myſelf under the neceſſity to 
communicate to the public 
this new and eafy method of 
giving Mercury to venereal 


patients in the manner 1 


learned from experience. 
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Nox do I. this "ny any 
e of gain; the farther 
ſucceſs of this method, and 
the great relief it may give to 
my neighbours, will afford 
me ſufficient reward. 

Nox do I fear the cenſures 
of the envious, ſince many 


eminent authors have met with 


ſuch treatment for their good 
offices to mankind, though 
they reſolutely withſtood the 


ſlanders of envy, 


Quæ videt ingratos, intabeſcitque videndo 
Succeſſus hominum, carpitque et carpitur una 
Suppliciumque ſuum eſt. 


Ovid. Mick: Lib. II. 


A NEW 


NEW and EASY METHOD 


Giving MERCURY to thoſe 
labouring under the * E 


NEREAL DrisRASE. 


CH A Pi 2. Mel 
The Origin of this Method. . 


F FX OME ont ago, when I 
1 8 Oh had occaſion to write a book, 
N. NN in which I undertook to de- 
fend the efficacy of the Corroſive 
Sublimate in the cure of the Vene- 
B 3 real 


into the cauſe by which Mercury 
more eſpecially acted on the ſalivary 
1 glands, I converſed upon the ſubject 
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Yar D teaſe; 1 So 5 Gabe enquire 


with Prricieevs AMBRoOsIuUs MaR- 
HERR, a very eminent phyſician, and 
my particular friend, who with his 
uſual candour, told me, that as yet 
no juſt account of that phænomenon 


was given; — that many hypotheſes 


had been thought. of by a variety of | 
authors, but that none of them was 


-fofficiently accurate; — that the very 


plauſible opinion of Dr. PrrcAIRN, 
who ſeemed to many to have hit upon 
the thing, in attributing it to the 
tpecific gravity. of the Mercury, was | 
ſo fully refuted by (* $ Van SWIE- 
TEN, that nothing more remained 
to be offered for its defence; in the 


(*) $ . P. 207. ; 
mean [ 


L J 
mean time it ſeemed probable to him, 
that Mercury had a greater affinity 
with the faliva and mucus, than with, 
any of the other fluids of our body, 
and that therefore the mouth and 
throat were chiefly affected by it. 


wow This diſcerning man likewiſe 

added, that he had ſeen a ſmall quan- 
tity of Mercury by trituration diſap- 
pear in the ſaliva, but that it was ſtill 
probable, there Was a greater affinity 
between Mercury and mucus; for 

Mercury not only runs to the ſalivary 

glands, but likewiſe to the mucous 
ones, and beſides, that the more viſeid 
mucus was much fitter for retaining 
it than the thinner fluid the ſaliva 
and obſerved, that an experiment 
might be made to determine this mat- 
ter with certainty, which has hitherto 
been neglected on account of its ſim- 
B 4 plicity: 


1 1 32 
1 plicity : a very frequent canſe, why | 
| | many things remain concealed which 
might otherwiſe be cafily known. 
This opinion of my very judicious 
friend ſo pleaſed me, that I deter- 
mined immediately to put it to the 
teſt of chemical experiments. 
Therefore the next day, I made 
an experiment, and obſerved that a 
ſmall quantity of Mercury was made 
to diſappear in the ſaliva ; that how- 
ever, the mucus received a larger 
quantity; and that it united with it 
more expeditiouſly. And thereby 1 
found that the opinion of my learn- 
ed friend concerning the affinity of : 
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Mercury with theſe fluids was e- 
tirely confirmed by experiment, and g 
immediately made him acquainted 1 
with the event. This being done, we 
unanimouſly agreed, that Mercury 
ſhould: 


on 
. 
$ 2 


1 
= 
1 


( 1 


TY fould be tried in the ſame man- 


ner with other mucilaginous bodies, 
both animal and vegetable, chat 
it might appear whether there are 
not other gelatinous and viſeid ſub- 
ſtances with which Mercury can: be 
likewiſe united; and if there are any 


: ſuch, whether they differ in' their 
powers more or leſs from that of ſaw 


liva and animal: mucus. — For this 


purpoſe: the Cilia experiments 
were made. 


EYE I 


Mercury with Animal Mucus. 


I mixed one part of very pure: 
; Mercury with two parts of mucus: 
diſcharged: from the throat, by. ex- 
4 pectoration; I triturated them tor 


Ra 
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3 
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gether in a marble mortar, od 
B 5; exactly 


of it; 


ſuſpended, but it ſoon precipi- 


however, did not ſeparate, but till | 
remained entangled and united with 


ſel. There was one ſcruple of Mer- 


{ 34 J 


exactly Marked the time which was sf 
neceſſary | for the compleat extinction ; 
and 1 1 that, in the E 


5 


the Mercury was vera into a I 
greyiſh viſcid ſubſtance: after the 3 


addition of water very little remained 3 


tated” to the bottom; the Mercury, | 


* 
2 
1 

2 


the mucus at the bottom of the veſ- |! 


cury and two of mucus. The ſaliva 
extinguiſhed a much leſs proportion | 
of Mercury; and its extinguiſhing 4 


any depended perhaps on its having 7 
a quantity of mucus united with it, 
* being impoſſible to obtain fativa 


perfectiy free from 1 it. 
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ExPERIME NT II. 


ag with the Yolk of an Egg. 


8. triturated the whole of the yolk 
of an egg with one drachm of Mer- 
cury in a marble mortar for an hour: 


At firſt fight the Mercury ſeemed 
entirely to diſappear ; but upon ad- 


© OED 
© 
92 


ding a little water, it recovered its 
form, and the viſcidity of the yolk 


J being diluted, it fell down to the 
bottom in its metallic running ſtate, 


and by degrees went into large glo- 
bules entirely ſeparate from other 


matter. 


EXPER 1 M E N T III. 


Mercury with the White of an Egg. 


The white of an Egg ſhews ſtill 
leſs power on Mercury : for one 
B 6 drachm 


[3] 
drachm of Mercury being triturated | 


with the white of an egg for almoſt 
half an hour, was by no means ex- 
tinguiſhed by it, and upon pouring 
water to it, the Mercury run into 


large globules, and ſubſided to the 
bottom. 


EXPERIMENT IV. 


Mercury with the Blood and its Serum. 


1 mixed a quantity of quickſilver 
with the ſerum of blood, which, to 
obviate miſtake, I took from myſelf, 
and I triturated them together, as in 
the former experiment. The ex- 
tinction was very inconſiderable, and 
the union much leſs firm than that 
with mucus, for upon pouring water, 
the quickſilver immediately ſubſided 
in the form of ſmall globules. 


I tried 


5 
iſh, 8 


cury with two drachms of the re- 
J cent bile of the pike fiſh, for half 
1 an hour: it was with great diffi- 
E culty that the ſmalleſt portion of it 
could be extinguiſhed, and'upon the. 
affuſion of water, the Mercury ſoon 
ſubfided to the bottom, and run into- 
[ larger globules. 


191 


T tried the ſame experiment witir 


the red part of the blood, and almoſt 
the ſame phænomenon occurred, 
only that the ſerum ſeemed to have 


more effect than the red pert — 
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ExPPRIMENT V. 


Mercury with freſh Animal. Bile... 


T triturated one drachm of Mer-- 


E Xx P Bu 


1 4 1 


e VL 


| $1 1 4 ercury with Tinglaſt. . 


To two drachms of Hingis re-| | 


labour * more * half an We | | 
bat all was in vain; the ſmalleſt ; 


quantity of Mercury did not unite 


with it. 3 . IF 


It is well known that quickſilver| 
can be very readily extinguiſhed by 
animal fat; but ſo perfect a diviſion, 


and ſo thorough an extinction can- 


not be thereby obtained as by mu- 
cus; for the fat being rendered more 


eee by heat, nay even ſpontane- 
| ome the Mercury in Neapolitanl 


- ointment will ſubſide to the bottom. 
2 O R O 1. 
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= From theſe experiments it evident- 
ly appears that Mercury has a much 
greater affinity with mucus, than 
with other animal fluids; and hence 
it ſeems probable, that if other ani- 
mal fluids unite with it, it is owing 
to the quantity of mucus which they 
contain. | 


EXPERIMENT VII. 


Y N. ercury With. the Mucilage 97 Gu un 
F Arabic. 
When therefore, from the former 
experiments, I learned that there are 
no animal fluids but mucus that is 
proper for extinguiſhing Mercury, 
curioſity excited me to try whether 
Rs, . vegetable 


1 e 
Li „„ vegetable 1 mucus or gummy ſubſtances: | 4 
| might not. do the ſame.; therefore v| f 
triturated one drachm of quickſilver, L 
with two drachms of gum arabic for 3 
a quarter of an hour in a ſtone mor- 3 
tar, adding by degrees a ſmall por- 1 
tion of water, ſo as to give it the 3 
Wil i: © conſiſtence of a mucilage. To my 4 
8 great ſurprize the Mercury ſuddenly 4 
\/ diſappeared, and the whole being 
carefully rubbed together, became a 
viſcid grey mucus, which being di- © 
„ luted and agitated with a pound of * 
I; Fo water, the whole became of a grey f 
4 colour, and one part remained ſuſ- | 
pended in it, while another part, | 
upon allowing the veſſel to ſtand at 
Il reſt for ſome minutes, was Nowly | 4 
depoſited to the bottom in the form 
of a grey ſediment, in which the 
Mercury was ſo. thoroughly. extin- 
guiſhed 


4 Ea — DT 


I 14 J 

| F | iſhed by the viſcid mucus, that 
Þlthough a large quantity of water 
| vas added, they remained united to- 
ether, and the Mercury did not run 
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this mucus was again readily united 
1 ith the water, and on the ſurface 
4 df the water, ſomewhat. elevated, 
Where was a white froth, which, 


Mercury ſuſpended in a very ſubtile 
} attenuated ſtate; for, upon immer- 
ang a gold ring in it, it was perfectly 
hiten'd and filveriz'd. 

I repeated the ſame experiment 
with a ſmaller quantity. A ſcruple of 
gum arabic was reduced. to mucilage, 
and mixed with ten grains of Mer- 
Fury, that it might be an experiment 
Fimilar to the firſt.— In the ſpace of 
1 ſix 


1 Into globules as uſual. By a gentle 
F agitation of the veſſel, the whole of 


Mogether with the water, held the 


Me nh ow} | 


Mn 


ſix minutes the Mercury was entirely 

extinguiſhed, while ſeven minutes 
were neceſſary in uniting it with ani- 
mal mucilage; therefore pu 


with the gum arabic. 


remained for a long time, even forlf 
many weeks, without undergoing any 


time it became ſomewhat grumous J 


—_ 
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1 


admits of a much more ready union 


The gummy mercurial ſediment 


change, unleſs that in a length off 


more black, and was leſs equally miſ- of 


cible with the fluid on its ſurface; ar. 
it however did not depoſit the Whole 
of the Mercury, until the liquor br 
above being previouſly ſeparated by 
a filtration, was exſiccated by the 


85 
Cy 


- 
heat of a furnace; then indeed the | 


power of the mucilage was deftroyedl} 
and the Mercury ſeparated, and way 


8 
r 
8 
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now to be obſerved in the form of 
= 3 — | 

the globules of quickſilver. 
8 | ' 


EXPERIMENT VIII. 


17 bun by the Afipance of Gum 
Arabic, mtimately united with Ani- 
mal Fluids. 


E | From the former experiments . 
1 3, 4, 5, 6,) it appears that the blood 
and its ſerum, the yolk and the white 
3 of an egg, the bile, and iſinglaſs, 
gare inſufficient for extinguiſhing any 
<q conſiderable quantity of Mercury; ; 
4 but if any quantity of the mucilage 


4 of gum arabic be mixed with theſe, 
4 the Mercury is immediately equably 
united with them, juſt in the ſame 
manner as when animal mucus itſelf 
; 1s added: hence quickfilver, by means 
1 of this ſubſtance, is even rendered 
4 miſcible 


"OT ET 
© 8 3 
e 


(44 7 1 
miſcible with others, with which it 4 
has either no affinity, or a very ſmall 
1 4 


 EXPERIMEN T Ix. 


| Mercury with Gum Tragacanth. 
| | : | | | 


The power of gum tragacanth is 
by no means the ſame: For this, 3 
; ee, sn the 
| addition of water, in no manner an- 3 
ſwered my expectation : for although 3 
-T uſed every endeavour, and continued L 
| a trituration for half an hour, the 3 
; {malleſt quantity of Mercury could 2 
| not be extinguiſhed, and upon pour- 
ing water, and thereby diluting the 
3 mucilage, it retained the form of 
quickſilver, with its metallic ſplen- 
dor, and fell down to the bottom of 
the veſſel. 


E X P E- 


15 J 
E x v K RIM = x 1 X. 
lercury with the M. ucilage of the 8 eed 


of Qumces. 
= The ſame effect nearly followed 
J from the mucilage extracted from 
4 the ſeed of the quince, three drachms 
$ 3 of which being triturated for half 
Jan hour with one drachm of Mer- 


cury, there was no mark of any 
combination. 


1 EXPERIMENT XI. | 
| Mercury with the Farina of the . 
/ Marſhmallows, and Starch. 


With a very fine farina of marſh- 
| mallows, I mixed a ſmall quantity 
| of water, that it might form a kind 
of glue: a ſmall quantity of Mer- 
[ | cury was added, and triturated for a 
: = con- 


8 | 
conſiderable time ; but from this noſf | 
extinction of the Mercury was ob- 
fervable. When Mercury, "Ry J 
was triturated with a quantity of 
ſtarch, it was ſomewhat extinguiſhed; 
ſtarch containing an animal gluten i n 
it *. I 


* 


EXPERIMENT XII. 


Ane with Manna 9M Calabria. 


manner, becauſe it Lem to contain 
a quantity of mucilage, and it 1s af 


3 
I 
3 


common opinion that it enters into 


4 


the compoſition of Keiſer's pills. [| 
carefully triturated two parts of Ml | 
with one of Mercury for a quarter 

of an hour, butT could ſcarcely ex- 


: * Cl. Profeſſor Crantz, Mat. Med. T. 1. 
p. 9. & illuſtr. L. B. Van Swieten, C. T. iv. 


p. * 


ringuit 


N 1 ] 

. any; however, upon repeat- 
g this experiment with common 
Hanna, I ſaw a large quantity of Mer- 
ry * nnn by it. 


3 EAT A 1 8 7 XIII. 
* ercury with Crude and Clarified 
3 Honey. 


To two drachms of crude white 
Wthick honey I added one drachm of 
: quickſilver, and triturated them both 
1 together for a quarter of an hour. 
1 IT he Mercury was pretty well extin- 
1 guiſhed, and, contrary to my ex- 
pectations, after adding water to it, 
remained extinguiſhed, and depo- 
er f fited a grey ſediment at the bottom 
R- 5 of the. veſſel, but leſs eaſily miſcible 
with water than that which aroſe 
v. from the union of gum arabic and 


Mercury. 


Meroury- I repeated the ſame ex. 
periment with clarified honey, bull b 
none of the Mercury was extin · 
guiſhed; for upon the effuſion of 
water the whole appeared at the bot-| E 


tom in large ſplendid globules. 

Crude honey contains ſome muci- , 
lage in it; hence it is that it is ſo fil 
for extinguiſhing Mercury : But that * 
mucilage is loſt by boiling and clari- | ; 
ſying; for which reaſon it has no | 4 
ſuch power on Mercury. 4 


EXPERIMENT XIV. 
Mercury with jimple Syrup. 


Very pure white ſugar being form- ; 
ed into a ſimple ſyrup, with half 
its quantity of water, and tho' long ö 
triturated with Mercury, did not ex- g 
tinguiſh a particle of it. 
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But this effect happened, contrary 
to expectation, that although nei- 


3 | ther ſugar nor ſyrup ſhewed any ef- 
oY fect in extinguiſhing Mercury, yet 


they even increaſed the power of 
gum arabic in this reſpect; ſo that, 
by the aſſiſtance of ſugar or ſyrup, 
4 this mucilage united more firmly and 
: tenaciouſly with Mercury. 

It is to be obſerved, that when ſu- 
gar was triturated with Mercury it 
1 became black. 88 
The ſame experiment was try'd 
with a variety of ſyrups, ſuch as of 
diacodion, of kermes, and of vio- 
2 lets; and I always obſerved that a 
more thorough extinction of the 
1 Mercury with the mucus was there- 
| F by produced. 

4 In this manner, by different ſy— 
' rups, a variety of colours, taſte, and 


GG ſmell, 


—— _ 
ſmell, may be communicated to Mer- 
cury, ſo as to conceal it from the 


knowledge of ſuſpicious perſons. 


EEEERIMENT XV. 
Mercury with Linſeed Oil and Fat. 


I extinguiſhed Mercury in the 4 
pure oil of linſeed, with little labour, : 
but a ſmall quantity could only be 
thus united with the glutinous fedi- 
ment of the linſeed oil. Water occaſi- Þ 
oned a ſediment of the conſiſtence of f 
butter, and when this was ſeparated b 


the Mercury could not be extinguiſhed 


init. Perhaps by a boiling heat Mercu- | 
ry might be made to form a more in- 
timate union with oil, which expe- 
riment, however, I have not try d. 

But Mercury extinguiſhed by gum . 
arabic will admit of a very ready u- 
nion with either oil or fat; nor will Þ 


TOS, 
"I 
- * 
FJ; 
TS 
* 85 
„ 
N * 9 
3 
5 
<8 
> 
P 2 


1 it ſeparate and fall fo ſoon to the bot- 
4 tom, as it does in the common Nea- 
Politan ointment. — See Experi- 
nent VI. "RF 


CE. 


COROLLARTER 


From theſe Experiments (7, 8, 9, 
3 o, 1½ 12, 13, 14. 15) It evidenny 
Spears, 

/ 1ſt. That of all vegetable, gummy 
pr plaſtic ſubſtances, gum arabic is 
E he only one which in its nature ap- 
r= the neareſt to animal mu- 
kus: hence it is to be preferred in 
Lan g of Mercury. 

: 2dly. That the extinction of the 
Mercury by means of animal mucus 
Ind gum arabic, docs not depend upon 
hechanical principles, nor can it be 
| eferred - OY to the viſcidity of the 
C 2 mucilage; 


_— 


mucilage; for many other ſubſtances 


more viſcid and tenacious, when lon- 
ger triturated with it, by no mean 
anſwer the ſame purpoſe; and water! 


which is the beſt and pureſt men- 


1 


ſtruum for gummy ſubſtances, ca 
neither ſeparate animal mucus, not 


mucilage of gum arabic from Mer. 
eury, provided they had been inti-}} 


mately united together; the contra 
of which takes place in the mucilageÞ 
of gum tragacanth, in that of quince, ; 


and others. 


2dly. And then, although mecha- 4 


nical triture greatly aſſiſts the ex- 
tinction of Mercury, a true affinity | 
exiſts between Mercury, animal mu- | 
cus, and gum arabic; and this is thq 
reaſon why, when once united, the)ſf 


ny 


remained fo firmly attached to on 
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another: nor does the mucilage ra-; 


thc 


15 118 

* attract the water, but immedi- 
1. joins it to the Mercury, ſo that 
Ie all remain intimately united. 
= When I had ſufficiently proved 
| very thing by experiment, and when 


was convinced thereby of the ath- 


| ity which Mercury has with the 


q Waliva and animal mucus, which my 
I Iugenious friend firſt ſuggeſted to me, 
did not doubt but that his opinion 
mn regard to the action of Mercury 
8 in the throat and ſalivary glands was 


f : well founded, and it carried more 
probability along with it, than that 
of all the reſt. 
| But fince gum arabic in every re- 
pet excels the animal mucus in ex- 
. tinguiſhing Mercury, it ſeemed to 
5 me that this was the fitteſt and moſt 
4 natural vehicle of Mercury, by which, 
| i a medium, it could be united 


C4 with 


3 


1 : 
with all the fluids of our bod; 
However being little folicitous about 
forming a new hypotheſis, I Believe 

that my labour might be more ul. 
fully employed, if I tried the eee 
of ſuch a preparation in thoſe ha 
had the venereal diſeaſe, that wel 
might be aſſured whether it could 
paſs the PRIMA VI in ſuch 2 
form ; for if it could paſs into +l 1 
blood in this manner, we did 4 
doubt but that it might cure the vel 
nereal diſeaſe more effectually than 
any of the other preparations ; and 
that from its being perfectly mild 
and deſtitute of ſuch acrimony lf 
might hurt the body, while the % 
ther preparations cannot be given in| 4 
large doſes from the great quantit 
of faline acrimony that adheres 10 
them, and when preſcribed in ſmall 
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3 | doſes, they act only after a confide- 
3 rable length of time, and cure the 
. 3 diſeaſe very ſlowly. 
. I was from this time determined, 
by the approbation and advice of a 
I very ingenious man, to take the firſt 
8 opportunity of trying Mercury thus 
4 prepared, when any perſon ſhould 
offer who laboured under the vene- 
real diſeaſe. 

Three days after, a woman with 
the venereal diſeaſe came to me, 


whoſe hiftory is mentioned in the 
firſt obſervation : afterwards others 


came labouring under the ſame diſ- 
eaſe, whoſe caſes are given in the 


following obſervations. 

When I perceived in all "IP 
caſes the remarkable and ſudden ef- 
4 ficacy of this gummy preparation of 


Mercury ; and conſtantly obſerved 
4 that 
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that its uſef ulneſs exceeded my moſt 


ſanguine expectations, ſo that in a 


ſhort time it did more than could be 


expected from all the other prepara- 
tions; and farther found that no ſa-— 
Iivation could be excited by this pre- 
paration, although given in very 
large quantity, unleſs there was an- 


other mercurial in the body, or dur- 


ing the cure another beſides the 
gummy mercurial was taken; I was 
fully convinced that this was the beſt 
method of giving Mercury, and that 
no other could be compared with it. 


Flaving thus diſcovered my method 


of preparing Mercury, I ſhall now 


ſubmit to the public, for very im- 
portant reaſons, already offered in 
the preface, my own obſervations 
and thoſe communicated to me by 
others. 
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II. 


C HAP. 


Practical O8bſervations regarding the 
Eficacy of this gummy Mercurial 
in the Venereal Diſcaſé. 


A Woman aged twenty- eight, of a 


ſanguineous temperament, who 
had for ſome months venereal blotch- 


es on her forehead and face, and a 


very ugly {cab over her whole body, 
fabouring under the -fluor albus 
watchings in the night-time, and 
pains of the joints, came to me, to 


C 3 ſelk 


18 ] 
ſell her poultry, and being much 
aſhamed, ſhe covered her face over 3 
with a cloth. I 
Nobody would buy her poultry 


from her, on account of her being 


of a naſty appearance; I immedi- 
ately knew the diſeaſe, and after ex- 
amining her, I promiſed that as ſhe 
was poor, I would give her Medi- 
cines for nothing, if ſhe would re- 
| 


NT 
—_ 
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turn to me every three days, and let 
me know how ſhe did. 

. The day after, ſhe took a mercuri- 
7. al purgative, and the following day 
ſhe began to take one ſpoonful of 
Wal the ſimple ſolution (No. 1.) morn- 
ing and evening, with a decoction of 
15 ſarſaparilla and hemlock; ſhe like- 
wile uſed the warm bath. 


7 She returned three days afterwards, 
N ß and her pain was ſomewhat abated; I 
ordered 
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ordered her to continue the bath, 


and to take two ſpoonfuls of the ſo- 
lation morning and evening. 
She returned three days after, and 


was entirely free from her pains, 


ſome of the ſpots had diſappeared, 


ſhe reſted better in the night time, 
her fluor albus was the ſame as be- 


fore. | 

On the thirteenth day all the ſpots 
diſappeared, there were no nocturnal 
pains. I gave her a freſh quantity 
of the mercurial ſolution, to which TI 
added the balſam of capivi, as is 
preſcribed in (No. 2.) 

The woman returned in eight 
days after, free of all her ſymptoms ; 


except the fluor albus, which was by 
no means abated, becauſe ſhe Rill 


admitted the embraces of her huſ- 
band, as ſhe herſelf confeſſed. I or- 


S dered 


„ 


11 
dered that her huſband might be 
brought, and I promiſed to cure him 
for nothing. 1 
But being free from her former 
complaints, ſhe became negligent, 
ſhe would not hearken to my advice, 
and has never ſince returned. 
' Yet I will, on this account, not 
allow that this obſervation is in the 
leaſt imperfect, for it ſufficiently 
proves the efficacy of our remedy in 
removing her former complaints. 
This woman ſwallowed more than 
three drachms of the gummy mer— 
curial, nor was there the leaſt ſign of 
a ſalivation. 


re II. 
A ſoldier, aged thirty, of a ſan- 


guineous habit, having ſome months 
ago 


N It high 7 
= a gonorrhœa ſtopt, he anna 
Ed a pox, and beſides venereal blotches 
pn his forehead, and on both ſides of 
Ie frontal bone, he had a broad to- 
; hus, not however much elevated; 
Y ie was likewiſe troubled with pains. 
'R the joints; his throat, and the 
Jans penis, were much ulcerated. 
Having given him a purgative, he 
[ egan to take daily two ſpoonfuls of 
i ſolution No. 1. with a decection 
Bf the ſarſaparilla without milk. 

All his complaints were entirely 
Wemoved in fix days, without any ſa- 
ration, unleſs, that when he was 
Nrpoſed to cold, there appeared very 
| road reddiſh ſpots on his forehead 
| Ind face, very different however 
Jom the former, and which again 
Wi appeared of their own accord by 
De beat of a ſtove. I ſtill perſuaded 


him 


— 2 
- 8 


he did, and was entirely cured ini 


tion excited even by a mild purga- 
tive, yet after taking three drachnl 


fected the cure, no ſign of ſalivationſ 


firſt metacarpal bone which corr 
ſponds with the thumb. Th 


[ 62 ] 


him to repeat his medicine, which 


eight days. Although this patient : 
had always formerly a gentle ſaliva- ; 
of this gummy mercurial, which ef. F 
could be perceived. 


OBSERVATION III. 


A Soldier, aged thirty-ſix, of 
fanguineous temperament, had a vio 
lent rheumatiſm in his right arn 
from a venereal cauſe. In the mid « 
dle of the os humeri there was an in 
cipient tophus. There was beſide 


175 


a foul ulcer in the upper part of 1. 
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4 r e had continued more than 


Ir months. 


HhBut a gonorrhœa being ſome days 
c : : before ſtopt, there came on a ſwel- 
7 ling and pain of the teſticle, which 
brought on a n in * 
1 q urine, - 


ol - He was blooded on the firſt day, 

1 4 the ſame day he took a cooling 
purge; an emollient fomentation was 
7 applied to his ſcrotum. The day 
| ollowing he ſwallowed emulſions of 
almonds, gum arabic, ſyrup of dia- 
Wcodion, and likewiſe many cups-full 
Jof decoction of ſarſaparilla, with 
He 
in went on in this way for three days; 
id (the pain of his teſticles ceaſed. The 
th [zonorrhcea did not even return; he 
rr 


1 
rm 


ud mullein and marſhmallows. 


made urine more eaſily; the left 


heiſſteſticle remained ſwelled; the right 
1 Was 


on 
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was much diminiſhed in ſize. 


two grains of corrofive ſublimate dil. 
ſolved was applied to the foul ulcer. | 


was applied to the tophus. There 


ointment, with the ung. de Lithar- 
eleven days; the tophus diſappeared, 
the callous edges of the ulcer diſap-Þ 


on its ſurface. I then applied the 
balfamic mercurial ointment to it; 
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balſamic eſſence in which there was 


My mercurial ointment (No. 6.) 


was given internally two ſpoon-tulls F 
of the ſolution (No. 1.), with the de- 
coction of ſarſaparilla and the emol- Z 
lients.— There was allo applied to L 
the ſwelled teſticles my mercurial . 


e 
R 


All theſe things were continued forM 


the ſwelling of the teſticles was reſol- 
ved, and the rheumatiſm was cured, 


peared, and it became perfectly clean 


5 
28 
1 


3 LL 
end in fourteen days he left Vienna 
| 1 perfectly cured. 
During the whole time that he 
: took fix drachms of this gummy 
mercurial, he had not the leaſt ſign 


7 of ſalivation. 
OBSERVATION IT 


= A man, aged twenty-eight, of an 
 cmaciated habit, who had been for 
more than a year troubled with a 
þ] dry ſcabby eruption, was at laſt ſeiz- 


f ed with a gonorrhœa, which he has 
x now had ſeven months. 
= On the firſt day he was pu 
on the ſecond day he began the bal- 
Z ſamic mercurial ſolution (No. 2.) 
8 with the decoction of ſarſaparilla, 
N burdock, and polypody. 

In eight days neither the gonor- 
rhœa or ſcabby eruption was chang- 
ed; 


1 1 
ed; the urine only flowed more co- I 
pioully. 7% 3 


In other eight days the running off | 
the gonorrhea was in leſs quantity 3 
and whiter, but the eruption conti- 4 
nued as before. I was therefore per- 3 
ſuaded to waſh his extremities with | 


a vegeto-mineral water, compoſed of 


one pound of fountain water and one | | 
drachm of the acetum lithargyrii. 

Nor was the ſcabby eruption | 
changed for eight days after, altho'} 
the gonorrhea was much dimi- | 
niſhed. | 
Therefore 1 employed for he e- 


ruption the following ointment: 


R. Pulv. Helebor. Alb. Sal. Am- 


mon. Crud. a 2j. Axung. Porcin. Þ 


S1j. Ol. Roſac. gutt. x. m. f. Ung. 


to be applied to the extremities twice 
a day, ſometimes to one ſcabby part, | 
ſometimes to another. And thus in 3 


. Pf 85 
the 


. N 
the ſpace of eight days, by continu- 
ing the balſamic ſolution of Mercury, 


the gonorrhœa was cured, and in a 
y = fhort time the ſcabby eruption en- 


. tirely diſappeared. 
= This eruption, however, was not 
hbÞ venereal, but received in ſome other 
manner. 
e The good effects of the white 
hellebore in the itch, which I have 
frequently experienced, I owe to the 
= moſt eminent and ſkilful Dr. Prin- 
-M gle *. 


9 OBSERVATION V. 


1 widow, aged 475 of a thin ha- 
bit of body, was afflicted, for more 
than two years, with a very malig- 


* Obſervat, on the diſeaſes of the army, on 
the itch, p. 311. | 
nant 


= 
. 


nant fluor albus, afterwards with the 


68 3 


gout, head- ach in the night-time, 


ulcers of the throat, venereal protu- 
berant blotches on her forehead and 
face, condylomata about the anus, 
the bones of the noſe carious, an in- 
cipient tophus of 'the left elbow, an 
ugly ſcrophulous fore in her neck ; 
and for all theſe complaints ſhe 
aſked my advice. 5 
Having given her a purge, the 
Joy after ſhe began to take morning 
and evening two ſpoon- -fulls of the 
balſamic mercurial ſolution, and to 
drink the decoction of farſaparilla 


and hemlock with milk. 


She waſhed her throat 26d noſe 


frequently in the day time with the 


eargariſm (No. 4.); ſhe touched the 
venereal blotches of her forchead and 


face every * with the cauſtic ſolu- 
tion 


; (0 T - 
tion (No. z.) diluted with a IE. 
deal of roſe-water. 

The venereal blotches, in three 
days time, were covered over with a 
cruſt, and perfectly drys:- -. 

In eight days the pains abated, the 
blotches entirely diſappeared, ſo that 


the ſmalleſt veſtige of them did not 


remain. 
The other ſymptoms n the 
ſame. 

She continued for ſome days to 
take the mercurial ſolution, but. be- 
ing ſeized-with an intermittent fever, 
I omitted the ſolution: a. purgative, 


and afterwards the Peruvian hark was 


preſcribed for her, by a very eminent 
phyfician who firſt committed her 
to my care. 

The fever ceaſed in us days, the 
venereal ſymptoms continued as be- 


3 fore, 


70 3 
fore, except that the ulcers in "er 
throat were better. 


She began again to take the ſolu- 


tion; her throat became much bet- 


ter, her noſtrils however were more 
ſwelled: I then ordered her to draw 


up into her noſe the decoction of the 


hemlock mixed with the mercurial 
balſamic gargariſm; and a poultice 
of bread and milk was e. 
plied to her noſe. 

In four days the ſwelling of her 
noſe diſappeared, and there dropt 
from her noſtrils a large quantity of 
a ſanious purulent matter. 

Eight days were ſcarcely . 


when ſhe was ſeized with a very 


irregular intermittent fever. | 
She then abſtained from every 
mercurial, and after being purged, 
ſhe repeated the uſe of the bark; 
3 _ the 


WAL: 

the fever diſappeared in fourteen 
1 days, * but the venereal ſymptoms 
W which yet remained became much 
| : worſe. Being at laſt free from the 


= * Lhe very eminent PET1T, the father, is of © 
E opinion that a quartan fever is ſometimes a — 
| : ſymptom of the venereal diſeaſe, and therefore | 
| : he cures-quartan fevers by ſalivation, in thoſe 
15 perſons who many years before have had ve- 
W nereal ſymptoms, and even ſome after they 
haue reſiſted febrifuge medicines. Memor. de 
Ir Acad. Royale de Chirurgie, tom. I. p. 347 
e. 1 
Z But V. SwiETEN has given us an obſerva= by 
don which leads to a contrary opinion: du- : 
# ring the courſe of a ſalivation, he obſerved a 


3 quartan fever of a regular type. Comment. 

dom. I. p. 10. I can poſitively affirm that! 
bave ſeen an intermittent fever brought on by 
© unction in venereal patients, which could be 
1 | cured by no other remedy but the bark; and 
j as often as the Mercury was repeated, ſo often 
: [did the fever return, 


intermittent 


IP 
+431) 


intermittent fever, ſhe uſed, for thre: : 
weeks, the ſolution and other re. 
medies, ſo that the pains, head-ach, þ 
tophus, and ſcrophula, _ dil. 
appeared. 6 


N 


The fluor albus remained, but le 


violent and whiter; the cariouſnel 
about the noſe and the condylomat: 
about the anus were not gone. $ 


The condylomata were touched 


with the cauſtic ſolution ; they be- 
came immediately ſmaller; a cru 


was formed. The other means a 


Sende ed, and I hope I am about tos 


effet the cure. 


— 


OBstzRvaTIion VI. 


A man aged 45, of a thin habit 


has been for nine years fo aff110- 


ed with repeated gonorrhœas, that 


4 


Ine has been ſcarce eight days with- 
; out this troubleſome running; the 
je Lauid diſcharged at the time he be- 
1 gan my medicine was thin and yel- 
low, he has an itching in the middle 
Y of his urethra, and while he makes 
1 Jurine he feels a very troubleſome 
Pengo: and has a very painful chor- 
dee. I adviſed him not to truſt to a 
4 cure which was promiſed to him by 
la quack, by uſing a ſecret medicine 
Ley injection. 
| The next day he took a purge, and 
the day after I ſuſpected that there 
Was an abſceſs in his urethra; I there- 
Wore introduced a bougee covered 
lover with the balſam of arcæus. 
; On the third day, when 1 tried 
to introduce a new bougée, there 
{was ſuddenly felt a pain in the mid- 
; D ade 


1 1 
dle of the urethra, and there was a | 
greater quantity of yellow pus, mix- : 

ed with ſome drops of blood, ſud- 
denly diſcharged, which might have | : 
filled a tea-ſpoon. : 


He took for eight days morning“ 
and evening two ſpoon-fulls of my 
balſamic mercurial ſolution ; for his 
-ordinary drink, he drank twice a } 
day a decoction of ſarſaparilla and 
hemlock with milk; for half an hour 
he introduced a bougee covered over 
with the balſamic mercurial oint- | 
3 ? 


During almoſt eight days, the 


running of the gonorrhea was very 
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In other eight days the flow was Þ 
leſs, and the colour was whiter. | 


" 
I Pg - 
"A 
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* 
| 
by 


18 
He continued for ſome time in this 
method, and at laſt dry * bougees 
were introduced; the running by de- 


3 grees ceaſed altogether, ſo that, on 


the thirtieth day'from- the beginning 
of the cure, he went away from Vi- 
enna perfectly well, and promiſed to 
write to me if he had any relapſe of 
his ailment. During the whole cure 
there was no ſymptom of ſalivation. 


OBnsEtERvatrlon VIE 


A man aged thirty-ſix, of a ſan- 
guineous habit, for more than five 


years had been affected repeatedly. 
with gonorrhœas; he had ſometimes 
alſo ulcerations both on his prepuce 


For the compoſition of the bougees, you may 


z conſult the chirurgical works of the moſt ſkil- 
H ful and excellent GouLARD, written in French, 
F Tom. II. which book cannot be ſufficiently 
© admired, - 


D 2 and 


1 


and glans, and one large condyloma 


on the glans. 

After giving a purgative, on the 

following day he took the mercurial 
balſamic ſolution. The ulcers were | 
dreſſed with the mercurial ointment. 
The condyloma was twice every day 
touched with the cauſtic ſolution. 
On the firſt day the ulcers became 
larger and more ſuppurating : on the 
eighth day they were perfectly cured : 
on the thirteenth day the condyloma 
was perfectly dry. 

The running of the gonorrhœa 
was leſs in quantity, and I introdu- 
ced a bougee covered over with mer- 
curial ointment. 

He was thus entirely cured in 
four weeks; nor was there, during 
the cure, the leaſt ſign of a faliva- 


tion. | 
| =_ OB5E K- 
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OBSERVATION VIII. 


A man aged twenty-eight, of a 
thin habit of body, contracted pains 
| in the joints by a gonorrhœa that 
had been ſtopt three years ago; at 
luaſt the glands of his neck became 
ſcrophulous; and he had ſeven broad 
= deep ulcers in his throat, when he 
committed himſelf to my care. 

On the firſt day he was purged, 
on the next day I ordered him to 
take two ſpoon-fulls of the ſimple 
ſolution morning and evening, and 
for his ordinary drink he had a de- 
coction of ſarſaparilla, hemlock, and 
the pectoral-ſpecies with milk. 

On the fourth day a gentle ſaliva- 
tion began : however, the fluid diſ- 
charged was more glutinous than 

D232 the 


© 1 
the falivary, but during it, the ul- 
cers of the throat became very foul, 
on which account they were touched | 
twice a day with a feather dipt in 
honey of roſes, which was mixed 


with a ſmall quantity of Fgyptiac 
ointment; be frequently waſhes his 


mouth, and injects into his throat a 
balſamic gargariſm prepared without 
the gummy mercurial: he was or- 
dered to take one ſpoonful of the 
mercurial ſolution morning and e- 
vening. 8 

The ſauvation thus continued 
until the ſeventh day, but was 
very gentle, attended with neither 
inflammation of the gums or looſen- 
ing of the teeth; three, and ſome- 
times four ounces were diſcharged in 
a day, the ulcers became daily clean- 
er and ſmaller, What ſeemed to me 


ſu rprizing, 


© 


[79] 
| ſurprizing, was, that at laſt the ſaliva- 


tion ceaſed even under the continuance 
of the ſolution ; and although again, 
| : morning and evening, two ſpoonfulls 
of the ſolution were taken, yet dur- 
ing the reſt of the cure there was no 
| ; farther ſign of ſalivation. 


By the ſixteenth day all the ſeven 


3 ulcers of the throat were perfectly 
| a cured, the pains were entirely gone, 
and he reſted well in the night time. 
1 But, contrary to my inclination, one 


of the ſcrophulous glands was by a 
5 quack eroded and ulcerated by means 
| : of a bliſter. I then ordered that the 
| : open fore, which was as yet very 
ö hard about the edges, might be dreſ- 
1 {ſed with balſamic ointment mixed 


with the gummy mercurial. The 


other glands were rubbed with my 


D 4 


mercu- 


LI 3 
mercurial cerate, and afterwards co- 
vered over with a plaiſter. 

In eight days after, all the ſcro- 
phulus glands diſappeared, and the 
open ulcer was healed. F 
It may be aſked, whether the fali- 
vation was in this caſe produced by | 
my mercurial preparation, or by the 
former Mercury which might be {til} 
in the body? In the ſeven firſt ob- 
ſervations there was no fign of a ſali- 
vation; and beſides, this ſalivation 
only laſted for ſeven days, nor did 
it continue although the doſe of the 
gummy mercurial was increaſed, 
which was repeated even for three 
weeks. 

Beſides, this man had been taking 
a variety of mercurial preparations 
for many years, and not long before 
my cure, he had been uſing it by fric- 

tion, 


( 
tion, ſo as even to have a ſalivation 
excited, and that without effecting a 


cure. 
From the following obſervations E 


learn that a ſalivation may be excit- 
ed in thoſe perſons, who immediate- 


'| ly before the uſe of my mercurial, 
8 or during its uſe, have taken other 
mercurials internally, or applied 
them externally. I have ſeen this 
happen from the emplaſtrum Vi- 
1 . 
gonis, Neapolitan ointment, calo- 
mel, and a folution of corroſive ſub- 
& £ i 4 ES. | 
limate in ſpirit, The gummy mer- 
curial ſeems to accommodate itſelf 
e f | 
ſo well to the ſalivary glands, that 
any other mercurial taken either be- 
> fore or during the uſe of this mer- 
Md = 
eurial, more readily brings about a 
E | 


ſalivation. 
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OBSERVATION IX. 


A girl eight years of age, of a ſan- 
guineous temperament, had for more 
than half a year the labia vulve, 
the perinzum, and the whole cir- 
cumference of the anus covered over 
with ſmall condylomata; fhe had 
likewiſe a very fœtid fluor albus. 
The firſt paſſages being cleanſed, 
ſhe began to take the balſamic mer- 
curial ſolution, and the condylomatous 
cruſts were touched twice a day with 
the cauſtic ſolution, ſo that in three 
weeks they diſappeared, and on the 
fourth week the fluor albus was cured. 

She had, however, a very trouble- 


fome itching of the vagina after the 
condylomata were cured, while the 
fluor albus continued. In three days 
the itching went off, by anointing 
the vagina with the mucous mercu- | 
rial | 


7 rial ointment, and three times bath - 
ing in the water of the Danube. 


39 


OBSERVATION X. 


A man, aged thirty-five, twelve 


. years ago having a venereal bubo, 
| J which went off by reſolution, was 
ſeized with violent pains in his joints, 
which were treated by a variety of 
. mercurial preparitions : they were 
| ; leſſened by theſe means, but never 
. entirely cured; and now he has for 
| ; ſix years lived perpetually affected 
with theſe pains, and laſt year a Ve= 
nereal gummi aroſe from the ſeventh 


true rib of his left fide, which, by 


degrees, ulcerating, gave out a large 


quantity of ſanious pus: it was treat- 


. . 2 I 
a, VS, 
* Ho 2 iS 
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ed with exſiccants; and partly 
the cure of the pains, and part v for 


that of the gummi fore, Baden bath | 


was ordered for the patient; he be- 
D 6 gan 


R 1" 1 
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gan the uſe of this bath, but while 


he was in it the third time, he was 
feized with a palſy in one ſide, there- 
fore he returned to Vienna. 
The pains were ſo violent, that, 
altho' he loſt the motion of one ſide, 
he loudly complained of them. 
The patient was found in this ſitu- 
ation by a very eminent ſurgeon, 


who brought him to me, and then, 


by the advice of a very ſkilful phy- 
ſician, my gummy mercurial was 
preſcribed for him, with the decoc- 
tion of farſaparilla and milk; the ul- 
cerated tumour was drefled with the 
balſamic mercurial ointment. 

On the third day the patient could 
move his fingers more eaſily, and 
with leſs pain; the ulcerated tumour 
on the rib began to diſcharge more 


Pus. | 
On 


CY 
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on the fourteenth day the gummi 
FI was reſolved and cured: the vene- 
real pains and palſy diſappeared in 
: four weeks. A ſciatic pain, how- 
ever, ſtill continued, for the cure of 
which a very eminent phyſician pre- 
: ſcribed pills prepared from the gum- 
. my mercurial, hemlock and cam- 
| phor, and in three days after the 
pain entirely left him. 


OBSERVATION MX 


A girl, aged 23, had for fix months 


| L venereal ſcabs, and condylomatous 
1 criſte on the back part of the neck, 
the cheeks, and hands; had like- 
wile a fluor albus, violent rheumatic 
$ and arthritic pains, eſpecially in the 
. night time: a large tophus alſo oc- 


cupied the right tibia. 


In 


11 
In fourteen days the ſcabs and 
condylomata were much mended, 
by the uſe alone of the gummy mer- 
curial and the farfapatilla, and at the 
ſame time all the pains left her. 
There were no ſigns of ſalivation. 
The emplaſtrum Vigonis was from 
this time applied to the tophus, 
whoſe height was ſomewhat leſs 
than half an inch. In fix days. af- 
ter, the girl perceived a falivation, 
and felt a difficulty in ſwallowing. 
A purge was ordered her, and her 
throat was waſhed with the vegeto- 
mineral water; ſo that in three days, 
the plaiſter and gummy mercurial 
being omitted, this gentle ſalivation 
entirely ceaſed. | 
Some time after, ſhe began again 
to take the ſolution, and without | 
perceiving any falivation, ſhe was 
perfectly 


| perfectly cured. This, however, Is 
ſurpriaing, that during the uſe of 
chis remedy a new tophus appeated 


VVV 
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in the left tibia, and which, after 


ſome days, entirely went off. 


OBSERVATION XII. 


A child of a year and a half old, 


l whoſe parents were not venereal, 
| had, for half a year, condylomata 
1 about the anus, rhagades, and ſmall 
L ulcers ! in the angles of the mouth. 


The parents believed that there was 


a venereal infection communicated to 
the child, by cloaths which had been 
uſed by others who had this diſeaſe. 


An eminent phyſician, after giving 


Ja gentle purgative, preſcribed half a 


drachm of the gummy mercurial, 
minutely divided in two ounces of 
| the 


1 | 

Ge ſyrup of violets, diluted with | 
'one ounce of the water of fumatory. | 
A tea ſpoonful of this ſyrup morn- 
ing and evening, was given to the] 
child, with the decoction of ſarſa- 
parilla. The condylomata were 
touched twice with the cauſtic ſolu- 
tion, diluted in roſe-water, and im- 
mediately after, the ointment was 
applied to them. T he ulcerated an- 
gles of the mouth were twice a day 
dreſſed with the mercurial balſamic | 
ointment. 
By this means the child ſlept well | 
on the fourth night, who, for ſome 
months before, had very reſtleſs | 
nights; the angles of the mouth 
were for two days rather more ul- 
cerated, then they became cleaner, || 
and on the tenth day were perfectly | 


cured, 
The | 


1.9 4 
The condylomata were perfectly 


. dry on the twenty- third day; the 
child became well, and there was no 
| I fign of a ſalivation. 


I might to theſe have added many 


other obſervations, by which the ſuc= 
ceſsful and expeditious effects ariſing 
W from the uſe of this mercurial were 
farther proved; but I chooſe to paſs 
: them over, as of leſs moment; nor 
were the diſeaſes ſo violent as thoſe _ 
1 alrcady mentioned, and more efpe= 
I cially, as I ſhall give ſuch other prac- 
| tical remarks as on a future occaſion 
may prove worthy of notice. 


In fact, I expect every day to ex- 


b perience the good effects of it, and 
F more eſpecially as I now underſtand 
| that this preparation is frequently 
5 preſcribed for the ſick by the moſt 


— — 


emiennt 
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eminent phyſicians in this city; and | 
what more directly confirms me in 
this opinion, is a friendly letter I|þ 


have received from Mederer, ſurgeon iþ 
to a regiment of Daniſh curaſſiers, * | 
who atteſts the great ſucceſs of this 
remedy in a variety of caſes. 
In almoſt all thoſe that uſed this] 
remedy, I obſerved a greater ſecre- 
tion of urine, which flowed not on- 
ly in larger quantity, but was mucous i 
and fœtid. | 


] have tried quickſilver twice mixed with | 
water, agreeable to the art found out by you}; 
and the ſurgeon general, Mr, Zierzon, at 
Arad, has tried it above thirty times. The I 
good ſucceſs ariſing from it has occaſioned its 
uſe at the hoſpital of Temeſvar, of which IJ 
will afterwards give you a particular account, 
&c.— [ Tranflated from the German.] 


Siclo, near Arad, 


Int ö. Aus: MED ERER. 
In 


1 92 J 


1d | : In ſome, however, in the ſpace af 


R 1 few days, there was relief from a 
1 pontaneous diſcharge by ſweating; 
; n none, however, did a diarthœa or 
* J:livation come on, unleſs when 
5 Sther mercurial preparations had in- 
ſervened. The belly of all of them 
i ; as regular, and even in thoſe who 
cre otherways coſtive. 


In ſome a fluor albus, in others a 
Etonorrhea was brought on again for 
few days. 


T h ave Nr 2A 242 man 
Aa 11205 ww Ted a 151 


| 5 ave ſeen tumours of this kind ren= 
| Wered ſofter by the external applica- 
ion of the mercurial ointment, and 
F he internal uſe of my gummy mer- 
urial, but have as yet never been 
able to effect a perfect reſolution ; nor 
will that ecm furprizing, ſince it is 
: obvious 


pccur in indurated old buboes. I 


. 
5 


. 
A 
-— F K 0 a FF B ; * N - , * * 2 
2. 7+ 3 ” nd : n Re 7 nt 23 . : . . * Is l 
F * - f 4 - — — — — 1 89 
> Ge = 4 — _ _ = — — I. - — * 1] Ea 
— OY N , 2 _” — 5 -z > "ll & 2 l - 4 OY 


: & 4 ; i 
Py - ä — — > a TW 
= = TS 8 — —— 1 n 
T >> —_— 5 I: 


a” 


— £ OO 


— 


„ 

obvious to every one, how obſtinat 
theſe indurations are, and how long 
they refiſt medicines of the greatclſ 
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efficacy. 
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Lon cluſions 1 ing to the Venereal 


= Dz/eaſe, drawn partly from the Ob- 
| i ſervations already made, and partly 
| | from thoſe of others. 


HETHER is not my method 
I to be preferred upon an accu- 
1 ate compariſon of it with others in 
he? 

N At preſent there are three diffe- 

ent methods of giving Mercury. 

Some apply Mercury externally in 
be form of unction, ſo as to bring 
en a ſalivation, and by thus ſalivat- 


ing 


E 


ing their patients for ſome weeks, at. 
tempt to cure the diſeaſe. 
Others apply it externally in 4 
very ſmall quantity, and by the in. 
f of purgatives, __ a 
ſalivation. | 

Others, again, uſe a variety of 
mercurial preparations which are ta- 
ken internally. 


From Coley we 5 that 
five PosTULATA are required before 
the venereal virus can be perfect 


deſtroyed by Mercury. 
1. That ſo much Mercury be taken 


into the body, as is neceſſary for 
overcoming and deſtroying the ve- 
nereal virus that exiſts in it. 

2. That the Mercury flows freely 
through all the {mall veſſels of 0 our 


ſyſtem. 
1 3. That 


96 ] 
ticle of our fluids. 


* 


4. That it remains united with 
W our fluids for ſome length of time, 
and frequently circulates with them. 


* «£c. That at laſt the virus along 
with the Mercury be conveniently 
evacuated by natural excretions 


I ſhall now in a few words enquire, 
E whether the firſt, ſecond, and third 

| methods are ſufficient for theſe pur- 
poſes? or whether my method be 
preferable to them ? 


In a mercurial ſalivation the Mer- 
cury is very thoroughly and copiouſly 
blended with our fluids ; but that it 
is generally diſcharged out of the 


body on the firſt days, appears from 
this, 


this, that a piece of gold held in the 


| falivation have not been cured of the 


evacuated out of the body. 


denen Kinderkrankheiten, C. de Lue Venerea. 
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mouth then becomes white; though 
afterwards, unleſs a freſh quantity 
of Mercury is taken in, the ſaliva has 
no ſuch effect; a ſure proof that all 
the Mercury is evacuated from the 
ſyſtem v. This ſeems to me to be 


the reaſon, why many by repeated 


venereal diſeaſe, eſpecially thoſe who 
had a falivation ſoon excited in them 


after the ſecond or third anointing, 
by which the Mercury was too ſoon 


Beſides, a ſalivation is very incon- 
venient, is dangerous, does not give 
a certain cure, is not critical, nor can 


* Illuſtr. Von Roſenſtein Abhandlung von 


it 
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it be excited in W Jutjed, nor is it 


neceſſary i in any. 
All this may be Jemotiftrilngd in 


the following manner: 


The znconveniencies ariſing from it 


appear of themſelves, When we con- 


ſider the tediouſneſs of the applica- 
tion of the unction, the inflammati- 
on of the throat that frequently at- 
tends it, the fever that is always pre- 


ſent, a neceſſary abſtinence from al- 


moſt all kinds of food, an uninter- 


rupted diſcharge of ſaliva for ſix or 


more weeks, a continual fear of ſuf- 
focation upon the leaſt expoſure to 


cold, troubleſome exulcerations of 
the throat, a ſtinking breath, and 


finally the body emaciated after the 


cure. I ſhall fay nothing of the con- 


ſequences ariſing from a conſtant 


confinement at home, from the pu- 


= trid 


N — 
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trid atmoſphere that conſtantly ſur- 
rounds him in his chamber, and be- 
Aides of his being deprived of the 
company of his friends. Nor need 
J add more, fince * Van SWIETEN, 
has with ſo much clearneſs pointed 
out the inconveniencies ariſing from 


a ſalivation. 


But a falivation is likwiſe a un- 
gerous practice; for the famous As- 
'TRUC A atteſts that there frequently 
ſupervene, violent Fevers, Diarrhaa, 
Dyſentery, Hæmoptoe, an immobi- 
lity of the jaws, and likewiſe a ſuffo- 
cation, and that too when the ſali— 
vation has been moſt properly con- 


* Comment. T. 1.4. x35. p. 206, 207. 
+ In his book on the venereal diſeaſe. 


ducted; 


ed; 


1 


ducted ; and after him the moſt ſkils 


ful + LochzR tells us the ſame. 
That ſalivation! is not a certain me- 


thod of curing, appears from this. 


that there are many inſtances of pa- 
tients, whoſe venereal complaints 
have returned after a firſt and ſecond 
ſalivation had been properly conduct- 
ed. Beſides ASTRUC himſelf very 


candidly acknowledges that neither 


gonorrhœas, condylomata, fiſtuli or 


pains in the bones, exoſtoſis, ſcirrhus, 
caries, rhagades, obſtinate ulcers, 


herpetes, lichenes, gummata, or can- 
cers, can be cured by a ſalivation, 


altho' moſt ſkilfully managed *. 


Nor is ſalivation a critical diſ- 
charge; for we have no obſervation 


+ MAxIMIL. LochER, Obſervat. practice 
circa Luem. p. 12. 
* L. c. a. pag. 427. ad p. 453 
E 2 to 


180 1 | 
to prove that a ſalivation coming of 
its own accord ever cured the vene- 
real diſeaſe. Beſides there are ma- 
ny obſervations, which prove that 
/ thoſe infected with the venereal diſ- 
| eaſe, have been radically cured with- 
out any ſalivation whatſoever. And 
the moſt healthy perſon by taking 
Mercury, will have that fœtor in his 
ſaliva, which attends ſalivation in the 
venereal diſeaſe. 
Nor is it neceſſary for the cure of 
the venereal diſeaſe; for there are 
many examples of people who have 
been violently poxed, and yet have 
been thoroughly cured without ſali- 
vation. 
Since then it may be demonſtrated 
. by experiments that Mercury cures 
the venereal diſeaſe, only by deſtroy- 
ing the virus, it will eafily appear 
| that 


G 
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that ſalivation is by no means ne- 
ceſſary for that purpoſe. 15 

And Mercury, together with the 
venereal virus, may be more conve- 
niently and more eaſily evacuated by 
the ordinary excretions of ſweat, 
ſtool, and urine. 

Since my method has neither the 
inconveniencies nor dangers of the 
falivating one attending it, ſince it 
is more certain, and ſince it can be 
employed in every caſe, it eaſily ap- 
pears how preferable it is to that of 
ſalivation. 

We ſhall proceed to the other 
method. 


CHicoyNEAU and HAG ENOT, 


two very eminent men, to avoid the 


inconveniencies and danger attend- 
ing a ſalivation, applied externally 
the mercurial ointment in ſmall 

E 3 Mes 
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| the body by the purgative. 


but all theſe are either acrid or poi- 


164 
quantities; and, that they might 
prevent ſalivation, they interpoſed 
the uſe of purgatives. 

But even by this method, Mer- 
cury, contrary to expectation, al- 
though rubbed in ſmall quantity, 
brought on a ſalivation that was 
with difficulty reſtrained ; and be- 
fides, the practice was very inconve- 
nient, for I could frequently per- 
ceive that the cure was both ſlow 
and imperfect, from the Mercury 
being ſo ſuddenly diſcharged out of 


Let us now examine the third 
method. 5 

Among all the mercurial prepa- 
rations, calomel, ſublimate corroſive, 
red precipitate, and the various pa- 
nacea, are to be taken notice of; 


{onous, 
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ſonous, and therefore neither can 
or ought to be given in large doſes; 
and when given in ſmall doſes, they 
operate but ſlowly in deſtroying the 
venereal poiſon, from the ſmall quan- 

tity of Mercury they contain. 
Among theſe, the ſublimate cor- 
roſive alone, as diſſolved in ſpirit, is 
found the moſt efficacious; for its 
acrimony and poiſonous nature is co- 
vered by the oil in the ſpirit; and 
when given properly with a demul- 
cent decoction, it very ſeldom ex- 
cites a ſalivation; the nauſeous taſte 
of the ſpirit may be corrected by a 
ſyrup, and for more weakly perſons 
it may be preſcribed diluted with 
water; and we moſt certainly learn 
from the experiments of LochEE, 
and other very eminent perſons, that 
in thouſands of caſes, this remedy has 
E 4 been 


104] 
been attended with remarkable good 
effects, when given prudently, and 
continued for a length of time, and 
as I myſelf, for more than five or ſix 
years, during the laſt war, found 


from my regimental practice. 

I ſhall not enquire into the other 
methods of giving Mercury, becaule 
they are without efficacy, or ex- 
ploded from practice. - Thus 
zthiops and cinnabar, ſo much re- 
commended by BoXRHAAVE * in- 
ternally, in the cure of the venereal 
diſeaſe, are found to have no effi- 
cacy, — Thus ſome join quickſilver 
with purgatives, others with balſam 
of Peru, turpentine, camphor, and 
ſugar: By theſe various additi- 
ons, the evacuating power of Mer- 
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MY 
cury is increaſed ; it is too ſoon diſ- 
charged by ſtool, urine, or ſweat ; 
nor do theſe additions, even when 
frequently repeated, reſtrain ſaliva- 
tion; nay even by theſe means Mer- 
cury directs its courſe ſooner to this 

excretory. - 
From all theſe circumſtances it 
will appear that the gummy mer- 
curial is to be preferred to all the 
other preparations hitherto known; 
W becauſe, during its uſe, the incon- 
venience and danger of a ſalivation 


are never, or but very ſeldom, to be 
apprehended, becauſe it can be taken 
ſafely into our ſyſtem in very large 
and ſufficient doſes, becauſe it cir- 
culates readily with our fluids, be- 
cauſe it operates ſooner upon the ve- 
nereal poiſon, and may be ſafely em- 


| ployed in every caſe whatſoever. 
0 It 
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Tt may be proper to join the fol- 


lowing corollaries to thoſe conclu- 
fions punar drawn: „ 


1. Mercury 13 inf is ſufficient for 
Fredi venereal poiſon, 


„. When 8 a p- 


and more erte on the poiſon 
which topically exiſts in that part to 
which it is applied. 


3. Therefore Mercury ought to be 


uſed both internally and externally at 
the ſame time. 


4. Mercury more eſpecially deſtroy 


the venereal virus in the ſolids of our 
body, and not the effects ariſing from 
ſuch a virus. T he diſeaſes that re- 


main after ſalivation ſufficiently prove 


this, 
Ther- 


f 10x } 


5. Therefore, during and after the 
uſe of Mercury, other remedies are 
indicated, and ought to be preſcribed 


for venereal patients, according to 
the variety of their ſymptoms. 


Hence no one ought to cenſure me, 
becauſe, according to circumſtances, 
I frequently joined other medicines 
to the mercurial; but I will commu- 
nicate the ſpecific cure of every ve- 
nereal diforder in another work. 
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A new T. Nh 75 the Aclion of Mercury 
g on Foe Ae Glands. 
F all the et fluids, Mer- 
cury has the greateſt affinity 
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Experiments 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
evidently ſhow, that Mercury is very 
eaſily extinguiſhed by it, and that 
it afterwards remains extinguiſhed, 
although diluted with water, and 
kept for ſome months; nor does 
the ſame ſucceed with blood, ſerum, 
8 the 


— - 
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the yolk, white of an egg. or animal 
gluten. ; 
Mercury, when extinguiſhait by 
gum arabic, is ſimilar to that which 
is effected by uniting it with animal 
mucilage, and by means of this men- 
ſtruum it may be very readily mixed 
with the other fluids of our body. 
This is proved by Experiment 8. 


Mercury, when taken by the 


mouth, or when abſorbed into the 
blood, by being externally applied, 
firſt of all meets with mucus in the 
throat. 

For being thrown out by the aorta 


into the carotids, it meets with 
no mucous glands, but in the throat 
and cavities of the noſe; being car- 


ried here, it joins itſelf to the mucus 
by the principle of affinity and ad- 
heſion, and is retained in theſe 

glands, 


Ee. 
lands, which it would pals, if the 


attraction of the mucus did not pre- 
vent it. | 
Hence it | is d, why . 
is a congeſtion of fluids and tumour 
in the throat before a falivation. And 
it is evident that this by no means 
proceeds ſrom the circulation alone, 
or the impetus ariſing from the quick- 
filver, but the reaſon why the Mer- 
cury adheres to theſe organs is to be 
ſought for in the ſingular affinity 
which it has with mucus. 
This being firſt neceſſarily explain» 
ed, I ſhall now mention ſome other 
circumſtances, that we may under- 
ſtand the theory of ſalivation. 

All the ſecretory ſyſtem poſſeſs 2 
ſpecific irritability, by which means 
they are not excited into general ac- 

E | I tion 


( ar Þ 


tion by every ſtimulus, but only * 


ſome particular ones. 
This is proved by many Are 


tions, and may be taken as a truth. 


Thus cantharides more eſpecially 
ſtimulates the urinary parts, and 
thoſe of generation; emeticks the 
ſtomach; purgatives, although inject- 
ed into the veins of a dog, or exter- 
nally applied to the abdomen of a 
child, will ſtimulate the inteſtines, 
and bring on Diarrhœa. The va- 
pour from burning ſulphur. will irri- 
tate the nerves of the lungs, al- 
though it will not eaſily irritate the 
noſe. The unſavoury juice of the 
beet, though void of acrimony, will 
excite ſneezing *; a glaring light 
will violently affect the eye, which 
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1 
produces no change in the reſt of our 
body. 

It is therefore not repugnant to 
reaſon to ſay, that, by the ſame law, 
the organs that ſecrete mucus and 
ſaliva are irritated by Mercury, as a 
ſpecific ſtimulus; ſo that the ſecre- 
tion of both becomes much greater 
than it was formerly. 

This opinion, beſides being found- 
ed upon certain principles, corre- 
ſponds exactly with effects. I ſee, 
however, an objection that may be 
offered, which is this: that al- 
though it be allowed that Mercury 
may be united and retained in the 
mucus of the glands of the throat, 
and affect theſe organs by its ſtimu- 
lus, it does not from hence appear, 
why there is ſo plentiful a diſcharge 
from the falivary glands, ſince Mer- 

| cury 


— , 
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cury is not ſo eaſily extinguiſhed by 
| faliva as by mucus. 


This objection may be properly 
anſwered, and not from fancy, but 
from attending to the phenomena of 


nature. 


A conſiderable flow of tears follow 


from a ſmall grain of ſand falling 


into the eye, and this, by irritating 
the lachrymal gland, although the 
ſand had not, nor could ever have 
reached it. A copious flow of ſaliva 
will be produced, by the application 
of an acrid aromatic ſubſtance, to 


the end of the tongue, and thus the 
ſalivary glands are ſtimulated, altho* 
the ſtimulus be not applied to them, 


but to the papillæ of the tongue. — 
From a nauſea of the ſtomach, a 


ſpitting is brought on, although the 


cauſe be m a diſtant part; and the 
throat 


mT 
throat being irritated by a feather, 2 
large quantity of ſaliva will be dif. 
charged. Although thereſore Mer- 
cury be accumulated more in the 
mucuos glands of the throat, than 
in the ſalivary, yet the latter may be 
very powerfully irritated by ſympa- 
thy, ſo that the falivary ſecretion is 
even more increaſed than that of 
mucus. 

Therefore the cauſe of a ſaliva- 
tion from Mercury, ariſes from its 
adhering to the mucous glands of the 
throat, and hence the ſalivary gland: 

are ſtimulated by ſympathy. 

Nor does it ſeem ſurprizing, that 
the ſalivary glands are even irritates 
by bland Mercury, in its ſimple ſtate, 
and not rendered acrid by ſalts; for 
it is not neceſſary, that an irritating 


ſtimulus ſhould have acrimony ; the 
mild 


Tus! 
mild juice of the beet irritates the 
| noſe, and excites violent ſneezing : 
warm inſipid water irritates the heart 
and inteſtines, and excites them into 
action: there is likewiſe a peculiar 
irritability in different parts of the 
human body, and there are likewiſe 
C ſpecific ſtimuli, which correſpond to 
this. 
Mercury ait by gum 
arabic cannot exerciſe its ſpecific ſti- 
mulus on the ſalivary glands. 
All the practical obſervations re- 
lated in Chap. ii. prove this. I have 
known ſome perſons, who were very 
pituitous, take a large quantity of 
calomel without ſalivation; and I 
have known two others, who having 
had ſalivation excited by other mer- 
curials, upon the taking of gum 
arabic emulſion, have: it leſſened, 


and at laſt removed. 
From 
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From whence we learn, how won. 

derful and unexpected properties a- 
riſe from the mixture of different 
bodies. A ſimple mucilage deſtroys 
the ſpecific ſtimulus of Mercury; 
while at the ſame time its anti-vene- 
real virtues are preſerved ! Hence the 


illuſtrious * VAN SWIETEN very pro- 
perly preſcribes for thoſe who take 
his ſolution of ſublimate corroſive, a 

large quantity of barley water, or 


of ſome ſuch emollient decoction, 
Theſe mucilages are the fitteſt for 
covering Mercury, ſo that it may not 
exert its ſtimulus on the ſalivary 
glands. 5 5 
Mercury extinguiſhed by . mucus 
paſſes more caſily into the blood, ei- 


* In his letter to Cl. Jon. BENEVENUT, 
inſerted Comment. de rebus in ſcient. nat. & 
med. geſtis, T. v. p. 717, 

5 ther 


i 
ther by the prime vie, or when ex= 
ternally applied, than crude Mercu- 
ty not extinguiſhed. | 

For quickſilver, ſwallowed in its 
crude ſtate, paſſes through the inteſ- 
tines, by its weight, nor does it ad- 
here to them, and, although there is 
a large quantity of mucus in the 
@ prime vie, yet Mercury is not ſo 

well extinguiſhed by it, as to remain 
united in the manner it does, when 
thoroughly extinguiſhed by the peſtle 
of a mortar: every body muſt allow 
the truth of this aſſertion. For the 
particles of Mercury thus mutually 

attract one another, and as long as 
this attraction is ſtronger, than the 
attraction with the mucus, there will 
be no extinction. 

The mucous mercurial circulates 
| more eaſily and equably through- the 

L veſſels, 


18 
veſſels, than when united with 2 
fatty ointment. | 
Mercury has a leſs affinity with iſ 
fat, than with mucus +, Hence 
frequently when Mercury is united 
with fat, it makes its eſcape from it 

in the body, and, takes its courſe to 
the glands of the throat, and excite 
ſalivation; or to the mucous glands 
of the inteſtines, and excites diarrhoea, 
ſometimes to the ſynovial glands, cauſ- 
ing a ſtiffneſs of the joints, more eſpe- 
_ctally to the knees, where there are! 
much greater number of mucous 
glands. I have obſerved that th: 
throat, the inteſtines, and the joint: 
are chiefly affected by Mercury. i 
On the other hand, when Mercury 
is extinguiſhed by mucus, it readily i 


+ Vid. Exp. 6. and Exp. 15. 
mixes 


E 
mixes with all the fluids of our body: 
and therefore ſafely circulates with 


them, through all the vaſcular ſyſtem, 


and is equally diſtributed over the 
E whole; nor is there any reaſon for 
| its remaining in the mucous glands, 
while it is previouſly ſaturated with 
a ſufficient quantity of mucus. 

Hence likewiſe we underſtand why 
the mucous mercurial, even though 
| taken in large quantity, does not ſa- 
livate, and why its power of curing 
the venereal diſeaſe is more expedi- 
tious than that of all the other mer- 
curial preparations, ſince it is ſo e- 
| quably diffuſed through the whole 
| maſs of blood, and can be taken with 
impunity in a larger doſe than any 
other. My obſervations, as well as 
thoſe of others, confirm this. 


But 


e. 
E 


rance in this matter, and what ! 


ted to the judgment of eminent men, 


me pleaſure, if any one will find out 
and demonſtrate a better theory con- 
cerning the wonderful action of Mer- 
cury. 


„%%% 
But how Mercury acts on the ve. 
nereal virus in deſtroying it, no per. 
ſon can determine, unleſs the nature 
of this virus was perfectly known. 
I am willing to confeſs my igno- 


have advanced concerning the theory 
of ſalivation, I mean to be ſubmit- 


as hypothetical ; and it will afford 


Mercurial 


L 1211 


Mercurial Formulz. 


No. I. SIMPLE MERCURIAL 
SOLUTION. 


R. Mercurii vivi depuratiſſimi, 3j. 
Gummi arabici, Zij. 
terantur invicem in mortario lapideo, 
addito medio cochleari, aquæ fuma- 
riæ, donec mercurius penitus diſ- 

pareat in mucum. 
Exacte ſubactis admiſce ſenſim 
conterendo 
Syrupi kermeſini 31s. 
Aquæ fumariæ Zviij. 
D. S. mane & veſperi cochlearia duo. 


F I 


1 ; 
No. II. BALSAMIC MERCU- 
- TRIAL SOLUTION. 
R. Balſami Copaivæ 
Gummi arabici ana Zſs. 
terendo ſubigantur. Exacte ſubactis 
adde ſenſim conterendo 
Syrupi kermeſini Zij. 
Aquæ fumariæ 31j. 
tota hæc ſolutio miſceatur cum priori 
(No. I.) bene concuſſo vale denter 
mane & veſperi cochlearia duo. 
No. III. CAUSTIC SOLUTION 
for the CONDYLOMATA. 
R. Aquz fortis 5j. 
Mercuru vivi Zij. 
Plumbi ſimpl. Ziſs. 


flat leni calore ſolutio. 
No. IV. MERCURIAL SYRUP. 
R. Mercurii vivi zſs. | 
Gummi arabici, Ziſs. = 

teranture 
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terantur invicem in mortario lapideo 
addito medio cochleari aquæ fumariæ, 
donec mercurius diſpareat in mu- 
cum, 
ſenſim conterendo admiſce 
Syrupi violarum ij. 
Aquæ florum ſambuci I. 
D. 8. pro infante cochleare coffee 
mane & veſperi. 


No. V. MERCURIAL PILLS. 


R. Mercurii vivi 3j. 
Gummi arabici Zij. 
Terantur invicem addito medio coch- 
leari aquæ in mucum. 
Huic bene ſubacto adde 
Extract. cicute 3j. 
Pulveris liquiritiæ q. ſ. 
m. f. pil. gr. ij. S. mane et veſperi ſex 
Z pro doſi. 
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No. VI. SIMPLE MERCU- 
RIAL OINTMENT. 


R. Mercurii vivi 
Gummi arabici aa Z(s. 
Subigantur addito cochleari aquæ in 


mucum. 
Huic admiſce 
Unguenti nutriti recent. 3j. m. 
d. uſui. HM 

Subinde camphoram & ſaponem 
nigrum, quando tumoribus induratis, 
ſubinde balſamum quando ulceribus 

illud adhibui, addidi. 


No. VII. SIMPLE MERCU- 
AL CERATE. - 


R. Mercurii vivi 
Gummi arabici aa 31s, 
Subigantur addito cochleari aquæ in 
mucum. 
Adde ceræ liquefactæ & butyri 
Cacao q. ſ. pro formando cerato, d. 
uſui. 
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HE different and even oppoſite 


cerning the cure of the Venereal Dit- 
eaſe, ſufficiently prove that we are 
not yet properly informed of the moſt 
effectual means of eradicating it, and 
of determining the operation and ac- 
tion of Mercury, in ſuch a manner 
as is beſt ſuited for the cure of par- 
ticular ſymptoms. Inquiries into 
this ſubject ſhould be made by per- 
ſons well appriſed of the difficulty, 


well acquainted with the diſeaſe in its 


various forms and appearances, and 
who had rather derive a reputation 
from performing radical cures, than 


from palliating particular ſymptoms, 


while the cauſe of the diſeaſe became 
more confirmed in the habit. 


1 Were 


opinions which prevail con- 
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Were we to enter upon this ſub- 
ject, we ſhould find it neceſſary to 
lay down principles that are poſitive 
and immutable, founded upon expe- 
rience and obſervation, deduced from 
reaſon, and a thorough knowledge of 
the animal economy. The errors 
which have ſo generally prevailed, 
have ariſen from concluſions drawn 
from ill-founded principles and falſe 
facts. | 
The nature of the Venereal Virus 
is perhaps unknown: it is too ſubtile 
to be examined by chymical analyſis; 
it can only be diſcovered in its effects. 
Its operation upon the human body 
differs according to the parts which 
are primarily affected, to the manner 
in Which it has been communicated, 
and perhaps, according to the degree 
of virulency in the original infection. 
In ſome it unites more readily with 
the fluid parts of the body, and pro- 
duces 


1 
duces its effects in the different or- 
gans of ſecretion; in others it attacks 
the more ſolid bones, and inſinuates 
itſelf into their very ſubſtance. In 
ſome it cauſes the moſt fix'd and ex- 
cruciating pains; in others the moſt 
virulent and ſanious ulcers; in many 
it lays in the conſtitution, dormant 
and inactive, ready to break forth in 
various forms, and with much violence, 
from the operation of ſome occaſional 
cauſe. 

It is frequently difficult to diſtin- 
guiſh it from other diſeaſes; and while 
it remains ſeemingly in an inactive 
ſtate, it is multiplying itſelf in the 
conſtitution, and is even then con- 
tagious in its effects. It is likewiſe 
influenced by a diverſity of tempera- 
ment; the moſt virulent infection in 
ſome conſtitutions produces a more 
gentle diſeaſe, while in others the 
lighteſt infection gives riſe to the 
moſt violent and obſtinate ſymptoms. 

F 4 We 
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We likewiſe find from experience, 
chat ſymptoms, which from their 
nature and appearance, threaten to 
become obſtinate and ſometimes 
fatal, will unexpectedly give way 
to ſome particular preparations of 
Mercury which have proved un— 
ſucceſsful in the milder ſtate of 
this diſeaſe. For this reaſon it is of 
the utmoſt importance to ſtudy the 
ſeparate effects and operations of 
particular preparations; for there is 
no one method of cure abſolute and 
infallible in every cafe which 2p; 
occur. 


The Venereal Diſeaſe is found fre- 
quently complicated with other diſ- 
orders, which may render the uſe of 
Mercury improper; hence contrary 
indications occur which require the 
niceſt judgment todetermine; and the 
united operation of ſuch medicines are 
neceſſary as may prevent the Mercury 
from injuring the conſtitution. Much 


ſkill 
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ſkill and diſcernment is required to 
diſtinguiſh between urgent ſymptoms, 
that require immediate aſſiſtance, and 
ſuch as only ariſe from the direct acti- 
on of the proximate cauſe, and which 
| will naturally diſappear when the cauſe 
ol the diſeaſe is removed. The ma- 
ny indications which preſent them- 
ſelves renders it abſurd to ſuppoſe 
that there is one invariable method 
| of curing this diſeaſe. The cure 
{ muſt be ſuited to the ſtrength, age, 


ſex, temperament and conſtitution 


| of ſymptoms. 


of the patient, as well as to the ſtate 
Though there may be ſome one 
general plan of treatment preferable 
to moſt others, by which Mercury 
may be introduced in the greateſt 
quantity, and in the moſt active ſtate, 
by which ſudden and great evacu- 
ations may be avoided, yet it is high- 
ly abſurd to believe that all the 
= . ſymptoms 


operation: tho nobody can deny the 


fafer by a judicious combination of 


preparations of Mercury; diſagreeable 
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ſymptoms of this diſeaſe can give 
way to any one method of admini- 
ſtring this medicine. Without at- 
tending to the proper circumſtan- 
ces of the patient the moſt efficacious 
remedies may be improperly directed, 
and become even dangerous in their 


efficacy of the Rark in the cure of 
Fevers, yet it ought not to be indiſ- 
criminately employed in every ſtage 
of Fever, and its operation may in 
fome-particular inſtances be rendered 


other remedies; it is the ſame with 
regard to Mercury in the cure of the 
Venereal Diſeaſe. There are many 
imperfect cures from the uſe of ſome 


ſymptoms follow the uſe of others; 
and as in chymical combination it 
often acquires greater degrees of ac- 
tivity, and is more readily conyeyed 

1 to 
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to act upon particular parts; a change 
in the preparation frequently Pro- 
duces a laſting and effectual cure, in 
ſuch caſes, where an obſtinate perſe- 
verance in one treatment aggravated 
every ſymptom of the diſeaſe: An 
accuracy of judging, founded upon an 
extenſive experience, is therefore ne- 
ceſſary to determine the beſt method 
of cure, in what manner it is to be 


varied, according to the ſtate and 
ſymptoms of the diſorder. 


Such is the nature of this diſeaſe, 
that its ſymptoms will readily diſap- 
pear under a courſe of Mercury, while 
the cauſe of the diſorder ſtill remains 
in the conſtitution; the more acrid 
and ſaline preparations of Mercury 
produce more readily this temporary 
effect, and hence the relief afforded 
by them has expoſed us to much 
fallacy. Warm bathing, and many 
external applications will for a time 
FS 2 remove 
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remove Venereal eruptions and e- 
ven Venereal pains; but ſo far 
are ſuch external applications from 
promoting the radical cure, that they 
will ſometimes produce a more in- 
veterate diſeaſe, by determining the 
Venereal Virus upon the internal 
parts. Many Venereal Aphthe or 
Chancres may eafily be cured by ex- 
_ ternal eſcharotics; but if Mercury is 
not properly adminiſtered, the diſeaſe 
will break out upon ſome other part 
of the body. A Gonorrhœa may be 
cured by injections, but it is liable 
| to return again if Mercurials are not 
employed. It muſt be allowed how- 
ever, that there are many local at- 
fections independent of any diſeaſe 
in the habit, which can only be cur- 
ed by external applications to the 
diſeaſed parts. And as the neglect 
of topical applications in ſuch caſes 
has been productive of infinite miſ- 
chief, by conveying freſh infection 
into 
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into the conſtitution, an early and 
a judicious uſe of external applicati- 
ons to a part recently and primarily, 
affected, while an attention is ſtill 
paid to the general habit, often leſſens 
the quantity of infection introduced. 

Mercury being conſidered as the 
only ſpecific which can cure the Ve- 
nereal diſeaſe, and its action in de- 
ſtroying the virus, independent of any 
evacuation or other ſenſible opera- 
tion it may produce, all that by 
many is ſuppoſed neceſſary to cure 
this diſeaſe, is to preſcribe this 
medecine in any form; and the 
practice by unction, conducted in 
ſuch a manner as to avoid a ſalivation, 
has been juſtly conſidered as one of 


che moſt certain and efficacious me- 
thods of cure; for by this means we 
avoid the diſagreeable action of Mer- 

cury upon the ſtomach and inteſtines. 
It is now generally allowed that ſa- 
livation 
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fivation is not neceſſary to the cure 
of the Venereal Diſeaſe, that the 
conſtitution is frequently Impaired 
by it, that it expoſes the patients to 
many inconveniencies, and that it 

limits us in employing the neceſſary 
quantity of Mercury, which is eva— 
cuated too early and before the cure 
can be effected: beſides, inſtances oc- 
cur every day in practice, where the 
diſeaſe has been ſucceſsfully treated 
by an alterative courſe of Mercury 
after repeated ſalivations had proved 
ineffectual. In my opinion, we may 
with equal propriety ſay, that bliſters 
cannot prove uſeful in the cure of 
fevers or topical inflammations, with- 
out producing a ſtrangury, as to ſay 
that Mercury cannot cure the Vene- 
- real Diſeaſe without producing fali- 
vation; and the free uſe of gum ara- 
bic and other mucilages corrects the 
inflammatory acrimony of both upon 
the ſame principles, 


Since 


WE 
Since the publication of the laſt edi- 
tion of this performance, I have had 
additional proofs of the ſuperior ef- 
ficacy of the precipitate I there re- 
commended, and that its operation 
is frequently by urine. 

I have had likewiſe farther proofs 
of the advantages ariſing from the in- 
ternal uſe of Mercury properly tritu- 
rated by gum arabic, in which form 
it is eaſy and gentle in its operation; 
it may be employed with ſafety in 
the moſt delicate conftitutions under 
the moſt unfavourable circumſtances: 
yet I muſt acknowledge, that there 
are ſome caſes in which it has not 
anſwered my expectations, and where 
from the principles I formerly laid 
down I had recourſe to other prepar- 
ations with ſucceſs. Mercury cer- 
tainly acquires greater powers and 
activity by being united to acids, as 


in corroſive ſublimate, in which ſtate 
its 
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its operation is determined more rea- 
dily to the ſkin; and I have frequent- 
ly ſeen venereal pains and diſeaſes of 
the bones yield to this preparation, 
that had reſiſted ſalivation by unRi- 
on: Mercury therefore, in ſome pre- 
parations, will cure more effectually 
than the ſame quantity could in o- 
thers; but as in a ſaline form it is 
too acrid to be introduced in any con- 
fiderable quantity, as in that ſtate it 
ſeems rather calculated to remove 
particular and urgent ſymptoms, than 
to cure a habit univerſally diſeaſed; 

we prefer the uſe of Mercury in the 
form of unction, or what will anſwer 
a ſimilar purpoſe when rendered ac- 
tive by triture in the form preſcrib- 
ed below. 

Though 1 believe the operation 
of Mercury in removing particula: 
_ ſymptoms may be aſſiſted by antimo- 
nials, ſarſaparilla, mezereon, guaiac, 
and 
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and other medicines, yet I am per- 
ſuaded, that cures have been vainly 
attributed to theſe, which could not 
have been performed independent of 
the Mercury ; and from the prejudi- 
ces generally prevailing againſt the 
uſe of Mercury, the public have 
| been deceived by boaſted ſpecifics, 
which have been ſaid to contain no 
Mercury, though ſuch of them as 
have acquired any degree of reputa- 
tion, have been found by a careful 
analyſts to have Mercury in their 
compoſition. 

As Mercury has proved ſo ſucceſs- 
ful in the cure of the ſciatic, obſti- 
nate chronic rheumatiſms, and many 
other diſeaſes; as it is. probably the 
beſt alterative medicine in glandular 
obſtructions; an attention to the com- 
parative efficacy of its ſeveral pre- 
parations is of the greateſt conſe- 
quence. Every new preparation there- 

" fore 
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fore may bring additional virtues, and 
I earneſtly recommend that precipi- 


tate from calomel preſcribed below. 


The general reception which Mr. 
PLENCK's performance has met 
with, in this country, as well as the 
novelty of his reaſoning, led me to 
enquiries which could not fail of be- 
ing of public utility, in ſo far as the 
reſult of them might throw confi- 
derable light on the nature of ſuch 
preparations of Mercury as. were but 
little underſtood, though allowed by 
modern practitioners to be the molt 
efficacious, and the ſafeſt in the cure 
of the Venereal Diſeaſe. 


I have always been much diſpoſed 
to ſuſpect the accuracy of the rea- 
foning introduced by Mr. PLENCK 
in the chemical part of his work; 
but was determined, only, to find 


out its fallacy by ſuch experiments 
as 
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as were beſt adapted to the purpoſe. 


| From theſe, and from practice, as 
well as from the obſervations of my 


friends, I may confidently aſſert, con- 
trary to the opinion of Mr. PERENCk, 
that gum arabic has no ſpecific af- 
finity with Mercury; that Mercury, 


| when properly triturated with it, is 


powerfully active; and that though 


perhaps it is leſs apt to ſalivate than 


other preparations, yet there is no 
means we can employ to obviate en- 
tirely the ſalivating power of Mer- 
cury in particular circumſtances, but 
by ſuch additions as will deſtroy its 
anti-venereal effects, 

Mr. PL.Encx has found from a 
variety of trials, that gum arabic in 
the ſtate of a mucilage promotes the 
extinction of the globules of Mercury 
more than moſt other ſubſtances. In 
this opinion he is in ſome meaſure. 
right; but from the experiments 
which 
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which I have made, I find honey in 
every reſpect well fitted for an expe- 
ditious extinction ; gum tragacanth, 
though a leſs ſoluble ſubſtance than 
gum arabic, when converted by warm 
water into a ſtate of mucilage, and 
kept in that form by heat during its 
triture with Mercury, ſeems even to 
promote the extinction of its glo- 
bules more than gum arabic. 

In fact, the circumſtance necet- 
ſary to effect this purpoſe, is the in- 
terpoſition of a body, more eſpe— 
cially of a viſcid nature, which vil 
keep the mercurial particles at a dit 
tance from one another, till the pro- 
per triture be employed for produc-il 
ing a change, which we ſhall by and 
by explain. = 
Mr. PLEnck has moſt unphiloſo- 
phically introduced the term of aff- 
nity to ſignify a combination, which 
he ſuppoſes to take place between 

Mercury 
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Mercury and gum arabic: the term 
of attraction or affinity in chemiſtry 
is only applied to expreſs that com- 
bination which takes place between 
two bodies, when they remain united 
together for any length of time, and 
when they only admit of a ſeparation 
either by the force of fire or the inter- 
I poſition of a third body: nay, he goes 
farther, and endeavours to convince, 
that there is even a ſpecific elective at- 
traction between Mercury and gum 
arabic; but if this was the caſe, a 
change of properties ſhould ariſe from 
their union, and if Mercury was pre- 
viouſly united or triturated with other 
mucilages, gum arabic ſhould, upon 
being applied, occaſion a ſeparation 
from them, and form a union with it 
telf. But Mr. PLENCEk has brought 
no experiments in proof of this ſupe- 
rior attraction; and I find from expe- 
ment that gum arabic only acts as 
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a mucilage; that other mucilages will 
do the ſame; and from mixing equal 
quantities of honey and gum arabic 
together, I have obtained a more per- 
fect triture than by gum arabic alone, 
When Mercury is expoſed to 1 
long and tedious triture by itſelf, : 
quantity of it 1s converted into a grey- 
iſh powder, which ſhows no globu— 
lar appearance to the beſt microſcope; 
and by this proceſs it ſeems to have 
undergone a degree of calcination, 
and from being an innocent, ande 
ſafe, nay, even an inactive ſubſtance 
in its globular form, it has now be- 
come one of the moſt active prepar- 
ations which we can employ. 
Dr. Bor RHAAVRH beſtowed a great 
deal of attention, in the preparation of 
this powder; he incloſed a quantity 
of Mercury in a phial, which he tied 
to the ſail of a wind- mill; and not- 


withſtanding a conſtant agitation for 
fourteen 
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fourteen years, he was not able to 
procure any conſiderable quantity of 
it: the cauſe of the failure was his 
| not giving an inteſtine motion to the 
particles of the fluid; it was a regular, 
uniform, and entire motion to the 
whole, and that in contact with a 

ſmooth ſurface. 

| | incloſed a pound of quickſilver 
in an iron box, with a quantity of 
iron nails, and a ſmall quantity of 
vater; I fixed the box to the wheel 
of a carriage, and during a journey 
of four hundred miles, I obtained 
two ounces of this greyiſh powder ; 
[1 ſeparated a ſmall quantity every day 
by the aſſiſtance of the water, and 


it WM added freſh water for a new 2 
ok tion *. 

ity When I confidered that the Mer- 
iedMWcury in its crude ftate might be 


Ot- * It is here to be obſerved, that as Mercury 
for {admits of no union with iron, a proper utenſil 
cn ef that metal was the fitteſt for the purpoſe. 


taken 
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taken internally in large quantities 
without its producing any ſenſible 
operation ; it ſeemed to me impro- 
bable that the minute diviſion of it; 
parts, independent of any other 
change, could render it ſo active, as 
from experience we find it to be when 
triturated with viſcid ſubſtances or 
dry powders. I therefore was led 
to enquire into theſe changes, which 
it was probable it underwent by 
triture, and for that purpoſe inſtitut- 
ed the following experiments : 

I triturated Zij. of Mercury with 
Ziv. of gum arabic, in the ſtate of 
mucilage, till the whole acquired the 
colour of our mercurial ointment. 

I diluted them with eight ounces 
of water, in conſequence of which, 2 
large quantity of mercurial globules, 
finely divided, immediately precipi- 
tated to the bottom: theſe I ſeparat- 
ed, and being allowed to ſtand till 

I | dry, 
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dry, they run into one entire globu- 
lar form, weighing zj. and gr. xlv. 

The ſolution ſtill continued im- 
pregnated, and afforded a ſtrong mer- 
curial taſte, and whitened gold: after 
it had ſtood for ſome time it depoſit- 
ed a greyiſh powder, weighing gr. Xij. 
which was not of a globular form, as 
far as I could determine from the 
microſcope; and when the liquor was 
filtrated, it no longer taſted mercu- 
rial, nor did it tinge gold. 

From this experiment 1t appears, 
that during the triture with the gum 
arabic, about twelve grains of this 
greyiſh powder was produced; that 
the impregnation and mercurial taſte 
was owing to its minute diffuſion in 
the fluid; that however, no true ſo- 
lution had taken place; for, by the 
aſſiſtance of the filtre, the Mercury 
was entirely ſeparated. 
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T ſuſpected likewiſe that the 
4 of colour obtained by tritu- 
rating Mercury with other ſubſtan- 
ces, was entirely owing to the quan- 
tity of this powder produced, and to 
its minute diffuſion. I therefore 
diffuſed gr. xij. of this powder in 
four drachms of mucilage of gum 
arabic, and obtained a colour much 
the ſame with what was produced 
from the triturating Zij. of Mercury 
with the four of gum arabic, agree- 
able to the experiment already related. 
_ TI found from ſimilar experiments, 
that Mercury ſuffered the ſame change 
in honey, and gum tragacanth ; and 
in proportion to the quantity of tri- 
ture employed, the preparation was 
the more active; and the quantity 
of crude Mercury recovered, in con- 
ſequence of a depoſition, was the leſs. 
From theſe experiments I was 


| ſufficiently authorized by analogy to 
| ſuppoſe, 


f 7 7 


ſuppoſe, that Mercury, when tritu- 


rated with axunge, and with turpen- 
tines and other oily ſubſtances, in the 
form of mercurial ointment, &c. un- 
derwent the ſame change; but I 
found great difficulty in recovering 
the crude Mercury from theſe, and 


ſeparating or waſhing off the powdry, 


_ calcined, or colouring part: the dif- 


ficulty chiefly aroſe from the whole 
not admitting of any union with wa- 
ter, ſo as to be properly diluted to 
favour the ſeparation. 


However, by preparing a ſoap 


with mercurial ointment, I was able 


to ſeparate the oily part by means of 
an alkaline ſalt, and then the ſolu- 
bility of ſoap in water afforded me a 
means of recovering the crude Mer- 
cury, though by the intricacy of the 
proceſs I could not obtain ſuch an 
entire ſeparation as to amount to an 
accurate experiment, | 
G62 Mercury 
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Mercury i is not ſo readily divided 


and converted into its ſemi-calcined 


ſtate by triture * with dry powders, 
though there are ſeveral] preparations 
in the ſhops of this kind, as the mer- 
curius alkaliſatus, ſacharatus, &c. 

T took an ounce of mercurius al- 
kaliſatus, in which there were three 
drachms of Mercury, and added a 
quantity of vinegar to it, ſo as to 
diſſolve the calcarious part, and J re- 
grains. Another proof that Mercury, 
during a long triture with an earthy 
body, does not ſuffer this change in 
any great degree, is the colour being 
little altered, and the medicine be— 
ing very mild and gentle in its ope- 


*The change which Mercury undergoes by 
triture ſeems to be the loſs of a ſmall quantity 
of its Phlogiſton, which it readily recovers 
again by heat and the contact of jnflammable 
Matter. 

ration, 
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ration, ſo as to diſappoint. us fre- 
quently in its effects. ; 

Theſe experiments ſufficiently 
prove, that Mercury undergoes this 
change by triture, in a ſimilar man- 
ner, though in a different degree, ac- 
cording to the nature of the ſubſtance 
employed; and that the colour pro- 
duced depends on the quantity of 
Mercury converted into this ſtate, 2. e. 
on the degree of triture uſed, 

I was now deſirous of knowing 
how far the medical virtues reſided in 
this powder; becauſe, if I ſhould find 
that to be the caſe, I could obviate 
the inconveniencies ariſing from the 
preſent mode of exhibiting Mercury 
as diffuſed in different bodies, and 
which depend on the uncertainty 
of the effects, from the unequal de- 
gree of triture employed. 

The different means hitherto em- 
ployed for converting Mercury into 


63 this 


Brac, | 
this ſtate of activity, being tedious 
and expenſive, I beſtowed ſome at- 
tention in conſidering how I might 
produce the ſame change by an eaſter 
operation. However, I firſt aſcer- 
tained the properties of this powder, 
that I might be enabled to make 
comparative tryals of it with others, 
In the firſt place it retains the power 

of acting on gold, of giving it the 

colour of filver, and this power it 
loſes when united either with ſulphur 
or acids: it is converted by a ſmall 
degree of heat into a powder of the 
ſame colour with the mercurius cal- 
cinatus finely levigated. As mercury 
is rendered ſo active by the addition 
of acids, and has its phlogiſton on 
which its globular form depends, 
detached by theſe, I did not doubt, 
but by ſuch means as would entirely 
ſeparate the acid and preſerve the 


calcined ſtate of the Mercury, I could 
produce 


1 

produce 2 preparation which on chy- 
mical tryal would in every reſpect 
be found the ſame with the greyiſh 
powder obtained by triture, and which 
would produce the ſame effects in 
the practice of phyſic. 
For this purpoſe I choſe to have 
recourſe to calomel, as being that 
preparation in which the acid is in 
the ſmalleſt proportion, and where 
the Mercury is the leaſt deprived of 
its phlogiſton, and where a leſs inti- 
mate combination takes place than in 
corroſive ſublimate, though the fame 
acid be employed. I added to 3ij 
of calomel Zij of vol. alkali; the ca- 
lomel was immediately changed into 
a dark greyith colour; I waſhed this 
powder with . pure water, and on 
weighing it, found it had loſt gr. 
xij; on examining the vol. alkali, 
I found it changed into an am- 
moniacal ſalt, formed by the acid of 
the calomel : this precipitate when 
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applied to gold produced the ſame 
effect as the powder obtained by tri- 
ture, and when applied to the ſame 
degree of heat was converted into 
the ſame appearance; and it loſt theſe 
properties on the application of an acid 


of any kind. — The ſame effects near- 


ly happened on adding the fixed 
alkali, or lime water, to calomel. 
From every view of the ſubject, I 
was led to believe, that Mercury both 
by triture and by precipitation from 
calomel had undergone a ſimilar 
change. And as the calcination of 
Mercury by fire into the ſtate of 
mercurius calcinatus, 1s an expenſive 
and tedious. proceſs, and as, from 
trial, I had found that preparation 
an efficacious medicine, I did not 
doubt, as this powder ſeemed to be 
produced by a leſs degree of calcina- 
tion, that by committing it to proper 
veſſels, and applying a neceſſary degree 
. of 
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of heat, I could obtain a mercurius 
calcinatus in a much ſhorter time *. 

| I there- 


*The black, or grey powder of Mercury, 
obtained by triture, when expoſed to a conſi- 
derable degree of heat in cloſe veſſels, is re- 
duced to its former ſtate of quickſilver; as is 
likewiſe the mercurius calcinatus per ſe. If 
Mercury be detained for ſeveral months in 
cloſe veſſels, in the heat of 180 degrees, a 
part of it is converted into a powder of the 
ſame kind with that obtained by triture: and 
if this heat be increaſed, and continued for 
eight or ten days, that black powder becomes 
mercurius calcinatus per ſe. 

Dr. BoERHAAVE expoſed Mercury to the 
heat of 100 degrees of FAHRENHEIT's ther- 
mometer for fifteen years and a half, during 
which time it underwent no change; but a 
very ſmall quantity of the greyiſh powder was 
produced on its ſurface, which, by triture 
alone, returned to the ſtate of quickſilver. 

Such is the indiſtructible nature of quick- 
ſilver, or its reſiſtance to any permanent. 
change, that after diſtilling it five hundred 
and eleven times, it was not altered in its na- 
ture, — And that either an increaſe of heat, 

(s 5 or 
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I therefore took 3j. of the precipitate 
from calomel, and put it into a ſand 
heat in-a ſmall phial for eight days, 
and found it turned into a reddiſh 
powder, in every reſpe&t the ſame 
with the mercurius calcinatus, finely 


levigated; I preſcribed it in medi- 


Cine in the uſual doſes, and perceived 
ſimilar effects from it, as from the 
mercurius calcinatus made in the 
common way. 


or even triture alone, is ſufficient to reduce 
either the black powder, or mercurius cal- 
cinatus, to their ſtate of quickſilver. 

The - precipitate: obtained from calomel, is 


reducible+by triture, or an application of a. 


conſiderable degree of heat in cloſe veſſels; 


and by the continuation of a more moderate 


degree, is converted into a mercurius calcina- 


tus per ſe. 


As it appears from the analyſis of KEISER's 


1 pills, as mentioned by Dr. AsTRUC, that they 


are a combination of vegetable acid, or vine- 
gar with Mercury, effected by triture; they 
may eaſily be prepared, by adding that acid to 
the precipitate from calomel, which it readily 
corrodes, 

if 


1 
If I am right in my general doc- 
trine, that the activity of Mercury 
by triture depends on the quantity 
of it converted into this calcined 
ſtate; it ſuggeſts a ready method 


of preparing this powder from calo- 


mel at a ſmall expence, which, when 


diffuſed in gum arabic, would give a 
more ſteady preparation than the ſo- 
lution of Mr. PLENCEK; or when 
diffuſed in axunge, would afford a 
mercurial ointment which might 
eaſily be prepared, and by the uſb 
of which, I could accurately aſcer- 
tain the real quantity of Mercury 
introduced into the body. 

And that both theſe poſitions are 
true, will appear from the medical 
effects delivered below. 

Though Mr. Prencx's chemical 
reaſoning is founded on erroneous: 
principles, yet it muſt be allow- 
ed that his method of giving Mer- 
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cury, is attended with many advan- 
tages: ſalivation, though ſometimes 
produced by it, is leſs violent, and 
more eaſily conquered : the powers 
of digeſtion are not in any degree 
impaired, and the moſt frequent eva- 
cuation which follows its uſe, is an 
increaſe of urine. The ſaline pre- 
parations never agree with weak ſto- 
machs, they are apt to gripe, they 
very frequently excite a fever, and 
from the ſmall quantity of Mercury 
which can be ſwallowed in the form 
of corroſive ſublimate, that medi- 
Cine in general rather gives a pallia- 
tive than a radical cure; at the 
ſame time, it muſt be owned, that 
there is a neceſſity for having re- 
courſe to ſome variety of prepara- 
tion, becauſe I have ſeen ſymptoms 
which were truly venereal yield to 
one preparation, and not to another. 
In general copper ſpots on the face, 
and 
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and other venereal eruptions on dif- 
| ferent parts of the body, yield rea- 
dily to corroſive ſublimate, whole 
operation ſeems chiefly directed to 
the ſkin; yet even after they are to 
all appearance gone, unleſs a larger 
quantity of Mercury is introduced 
into the conſtitution, a radical cure 
is not effected. 

I have known patients, who have 
had violent fevers excited by Mer- 
cury applied in the form of unction, 
bear the corrofive ſublimate with 
impunity ; and I have known ſeve- 
ral cafes where inflammatory ſymp- 
toms, ariſing from the uſe of Mer- 
eury, were removed, by drinking 
large quantities of the mucilage of 
gum arabic, the decoction of barley, 
and the like : ſo that there ſeems to 
be an advantage in combining the 
gum arabic with Mercury, though 
not explicable on Mr. PLenck's 

prin- 
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principles. An eminent ſurgeon aſ- 
fures me that he can moderate any 
falivation by the internal uſe of gum 
arabic; and VAN SWIETEN 1s very 
poſitive in ordering barley - water 
along with his ſublimate corroſive. 
It has been long admitted as a 
fact by pbyſicians, that when Mer- 
cury is triturated with ſulphur in the 
form of Æthiops mineral, it is in a 
great meaſure deprived of its power 
of acting: and after I was entirely 
ſatisfied, from a variety of trials on 
the human ſubject, of the accuracy 
of this obſervation, I propoſed to 
make a chemical enquiry into the 
ſtate of the caſe. After triturating one 
part of Mercury with two of ſulphur, 
into the form of an Athiops, I could 
obtain no ſeparation of it from the 
ſulphur, but by having recourſe to 
the application of a third body, with 
which the ſulphur had a ſuperior de- 


gree 
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gree of attraction, ſuch as alkaline 
ſalts, calcareous earth, iron and ſome 
other metals; the Mercury by a ſhort 
triture loſt its globular form, and 
was deprived of the power of tinging 
gold; all theſe afforded me ſufficient 
proofs of the Mercury's having unit- 
ed with ſulphur by attraction in the 
way of chemical mixture, by which 
its power of acting is diminiſhed: 
in the ſame manner when an acid is 
united with an alkali in the form 
of a neutral falt, its properties as an. 
acid are deſtroyed, it can only be ſe- 
parated from the alkali by elective 
attraction, and a fertium quid (in the 
language of chemiſtry) is produced. 
A certain degree of ſaturation takes 
place in the combination of ſulphur 
with Mercury; for if more Mercury 
be employed than ſ*turates the ſul- 
phur, the remaining quantity will be 
diffuſed in the æthiops as an aggre- 

gate 
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gate body, and afford a combination 
of real efficacy. 

I have frequently preſcribed ſul- 
phur to moderate a ſalivation, but 
with very little effect; it can hardly 
be expected that the ſame chemi- 
cal combination will take place in 
the human body, as by triture may 
be effected out of the body. I ſhall 
not at preſent make any obſervations 
on the other preparations of Mercury, 
reſerving theſe for a future occaſion ; 
but will ſubjoin a few caſes, which 
have come under my own obſerva- 
tion ; and ſuch others as have been 
communicated to me by my friends, 
have tended to conform me in my 
opinion of the advantages ariſing from 
this perparation. 
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A married lady (whoſe huſband 
had been frequently affected with 
11 vene- 
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venereal ſymptoms) complained of 
pains in her bones, more eſpecially 
in thoſe of her arms and legs, and 


chiefly ſeated in their middle; they 


W were always increaſed by the heat of 


the bed: copper-colour'd ſpots appear- 
ed in difterent parts of her body, more 
eſpecially, however, on her forehead 
and arms, and a large node was very 
perceptible on the tibia: without 
giving the diſeaſe a name, either to 
the huſband or the lady, I proceeded 
on the ſuppoſition of its being ve- 
nereal. 
I ordered her to take Mr. PLENCK's 
ſolution, by uſing, however, double 
the proportion of gum arabic which 
he preſcribes; and after the uſe of 
two ſpoonfuls of it morning and even- 
ing for the ſpace of a fortnight, the 
pains entirely left her; the ſpots and 
the node ſtill continued; the former 
however was more obſcure, and the 
latter 
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latter more moveable; I rubbed 2 
ſmall quantity of mercurial oint- 
ment on the node, and by the inter- 
nal uſe of the mezereon, and the 
gummy mercurial ſolution, in the 
ſpace of a month every ſymptom 
diſappeared. 

Notwithſtanding this lady being 
of an irritable habit, and ſubje& to 
flatulent and ſpaſmodical complaints 
in her ſtomach, her appetite, during 
the uſe of this medicine, was con- 
fiderably increaſed, and the only 
ſenſible evacuation it produced was 
by urine. 


EASE TIT 


A young gentleman, without z 
preceding gonorrhœa, was affected 
with ſhankers on the prepuce and 
glans, and had a bubo in his groin, 
much inflamed, and advancing faſt 

| tO 
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to a ſtate of ſuppuration; he applied 
to a ſurgeon, who ſuggeſted the ne- 
ceſſity of promoting the ſuppuration, 
as the only poſſible means of evacuat- 
ing the venereal virus; accordingly 
he confined the patient in a warm 
room, allowed him to indulge freely 
in a full diet, and he had recourſe 
to mercurial unction: the gentle- 
man being ſeized with a fever, I was 
ſent for, and he communicated to me 
his venereal complaints, His pulſe 
was quick and hard; he complained 
of pain in his back, head-ach, thirſt, 
and other ſuch ſymptoms as I had 
frequently ſeen ariſe from a mercu- 
rial courſe conducted on the plan 
here preſcribed. 

I ordered him to be blooded 
ad Zx1j. to omit his unction, to: 
drink large quantities of a ſolution 
of gum arabic in water, and like- 
wife ordered him a purging mix- 
ture 


1 
ture of ſoluble tartar and manna; 
his fever left him next day, but the 
ſize and inflammation of his bubo 
ſtill continued, and was ſuch, that 
he could not walk. I was defiroys 
of reſolving this tumor, if poſſible, 
from having very often ſeen ulcerat- 
ed bubos ſuppurate unkindly, though 
opened by and under the direction 
of the moſt ſkilful ſurgeons. I or- 
dered three leeches to be applied on 
the part, by which means a conſi- 
derable quantity of blood was ob- 
tained, the throbbing pain and ten- 
ſion much abated; I omitted the 
uſe of the Mercury for a few days, 
becauſe I ſuſpected that it had con- 
tributed to bring on the former in- 
flammatory ſymptoms, which would 
have accelerated the ſuppuration. I 
then had recourſe to Mr. PLENCK S 
medicine, with an anti- phlogiſtic re- 
gimen; I allowed the patient to walk 
out; 
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[cer on the uvula, 
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out; I defired that he might keep 
himſelf perfectly cool; and by pur- 
ſuing this plan for a fortnight, he 
became perfectly well, and the tu- 


mor diſappeared, I ordered the 
ſhankers to be dreſſed with an oint- 
ment prepared of two parts of un- 
oventum ſimplex, to one of calomel, 
and they were readily healed. 


] have, in a variety of other caſes, 


found this ointment the moſt effica- 


cious of any; it will frequently heal 


ſhankers, ihough the venereal vir- 


us be ſtill in the conſtitution, but 
we are, by no means, to truſt to it 


alone in ſuch caſes. 


CASE ( 


A gentleman, who had ſubmitted 


to repeated ſalivations for a ſmall ul- 
which he ſuſpect- 
ec to be venereal, applied to me for 

farther 


8 


farther advice. Upon enquiry ] 
found that ſome months before, he 
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had ſhankers, which gave way readily 


to an external application which he 


had got from a quack, and he there- 


fore neglected the internal uſe of 
proper mercurials for the purpoſe of 


a radical cure. 


He was of a delicate and Irritable 
conſtitution, and half an ounce of 
mercurial ointment was generally ſut- 
ficient to produce a ſalivation; dur- 
ing the ſalivation he was ſubject to a 
diarrhœa, for which his ſurgeon had 


ordered him opiates; his mouth and 


fauces were always conſiderably in- 
flamed, and ſmall ulcers appeared on 


bis lips and neighbouring parts, | 


which were, however, only the ef- 
fects of the Mercury; the original 
ulcer ſtill continued in the ſame ſtate. 
When I ſaw him he was ſo emaciat- 
ed, that I did not think it proper to 


3 : „ Put 


( 167 ] 
put him immediately on a mercurial 
courle, though I was convinced that 
Mercury was the only medicine 


| which could cure him. 


I therefore omitted his mercurials for 


a week, encouraged his living on a full 


diet, and recommended exerciſe in a 
chariot. After he had acquired ſome 
ſtrength by theſe means, I preſcribed 
Mr. PLENCE's ſolution, which in 
the ſpace of a few days began to affect 
his mouth; I then omitted it, and 
ordered him to drink freely of a ſo- 
lution of gum arabic, till the mer- 
curial taſte and ſpitting were gone : 


I returned him to the uſe of Mr. 


PLENCE's medicine, and allowed 
him to go abroad in the open air, 
adviſing him not to keep his throat 
warmer than in health ; he then per- 
ceived no ſalivating effects from it, 
and in the ſpace of a fortnight was 
entirely cured. : 


There 
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There is nothing tends to promote 
falivation ſo much as warmth, eſpe. 
cially the wearing of flannels about 

the throat; and as Mr. PLENCE², VAN 
SWIE TEN, and many others have 
ſufficiently explained the many in- 
conveniencies ariſing from that eya- 
cuation; and that it conſtantly re- 
tards a cure; I endeavour on every 
occaſion to avoid it. 

A gentleman of my acquaintance 
was under the care of Mr. KEISER 
at Paris, for the cure of the lues 
venerea; he confined himſelf to the 

houſe, and encouraged warmth, e- 
ſpecially about his throat ; he lived 
on a low diet, and a ſalivation was 
about to come on, which, however, 
was prevented by Mr. Kz1stR's ad- 
viſing him to lay aſide his flannels, to 
walk abroad, and to live as uſual. 
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The follow¾ing caſes were commu- 
nicated to me by a P hyfician : 


A gentleman applied to me with 
ulcers in his throat, a difficulty of 
fwallowing, and a ſwelling of the 
glands of his neck, which I ſuſpected 
to be venereal from his having a go- 
norrhœa, attended with a very vir ulent 
diſcharge; the inguinal glands were 
conſiderably enlarged and painful. 


I began, by giving him two 


ſpoonfuls of the arabic ſolution morn- 
ing and evening; it neither griped 
bim or made him ſick; and though 


| he could not perceive any ſenſible 
evacuation from it, in two days the 


ſoreneſs of his throat, and difficulty of 
ſwallowing, were conſiderably re- 
lieved ; in the ſpace of three weeks 
all his complaints left him. 


A delicate young married lady, : 


coleptaicce of flying Pains in her 
Is 2 bones, 
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bones, which were evidently wore 
during the night-time; eruptions 
alſo appeared in different parts of her 
body, for which ſhe had taken a va- 
riety of medicines, by the advice of 
an , without receiving any 
benefit; they were now become large 
blotches, of a copper coloured ap- 
pearance, and the pains. were more 
fixed, eſpecially in her forehead, 
where there was a lump or ſwelling, 
which ſeemed. to be a thickening of 


the perioſteum. 
I communicated to the haſband 8 


my ſuſpicions of its being venereal, 
reminding him, however, that he was 
under my cure for a venereal com- 
plaint in his mouth, immediately 
before his marriage; and as there was 
no reaſon to ſuſpect the virtue of his | 
wife, that accounted for the infection. 
He was deſirous of the cure being 
kept an entire ſecret from his wife; 

| and 


% & 


> * 


„ 
and I therefore preſcribed Mr. 
PLENCE's medicine, and ſhe began 


with a ſpoonful of it morning and 


evening, which I ſoon increaſed to two 
ſpoonfuls, and ordered her to rub the 
pained and tumified part on her fore- 
head, with an ointment of pomate, 
camphor, and calomel, and to touch 
the copper-colour'd ſpots with it when 
ſhe went to bed. It was ſurprizing 
to obſerve the ſudden good effects; 
the very firſt doſe feen to relieve 
her; ſhe daily recovered her ſpirits, 
her complexion, and even her appe- 
tite; ſhe ſuffered no confinement, 
nor did the medicine ever affect her 
mouth; in about fix weeks ſhe was 
det cured, 1 | 
There is no ib mercurial to 
well adapted for the cure of the go- 
norrhœa as this; and, where Injec- 
tions are employed, its internal uſe 


ſhould conſtantly accompany them ; 
| H 2 it 
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it very effectually abates the ardor 
urinæ, which it does partly from 
its acting as a mercurial without in- 
ducing inflammation, and partly from 
the gum arabic accompanying it. 

From theſe and a variety of other 
inſtances which I could mention, I 
was ſufficiently convinced of the ef- 
ficacy of this preparation of Mr. 
PLENCK” 8, and that it had even ad- 
vantages over moſt others. How- 
ever, I conſidered it as ſtill ſubject 
to the inconveniency of being un- i 
equally prepared at different times, 
from the impoſſibility of aſcertaining 
the degree of triture employed, on 
. which its efficacy ſo much depended. 
I therefore had recourſe to the pre- 
cipitate from calomel, after finding 
out, by experiment, that it was the 

fame i in every reſpect with the grey- 
iſh powder obtained by triture, ON 
which the medical virtues of Mr. 


f : PLENCE.' 


k 
PLENCK's medicine and all mercurial 
preparations diffuſed in dry powders 
or viſcid ſubſtances, ſeem to depend. 
By having ſuch a powder, which 
might at pleaſure be mixed with gum 
arabic or honey, for an internal medi- 
cine, or in axunge for an ointment ; 
the doſe of the mercury could be rea- 
dily aſcertained ; and ſuch variety as 
would then arile 1 in its action, could 
only proceed from a difference of con- 
ſtitution in the patient, or of fymp- 
toms in the diſeaſe. Y 
As two drachms of Mercury, by 
a long triture, yielded gr. xij. of this 
powder, and as I generally directed a 
patient to take that quantity of Mr. 


PLENCK's medicine in the ſpace of 


four or five days, I regulated the doſe 


of this powder, in 1 the ſame 
manner, and diffuſed gr. xij. of it in 


a mucilage conſiſting of Zij of honey, 
and two of gum arabic; which being 
diluted 


1 

diluted in the ſame manner as that of 
Mr. PL ENCK' s, was taken i in the ſpace 
of four days; ſo that the patient took 
gr. 1h, of this powder in a day; and in 
a variety of venereal complaints I 
found it in every reſpect as efficaci- 
dus 48 Mr. PLENCE “'s ſolution conſiſt- 
ing of two drachms of crude Mer- 
cury. | bs 597. os: 
This preparation from * "TIME E 
infinitely more active and ſoluble 
than moſt others: on taking the ſmal- 
leſt quantity into the mouth the braſ- 
ſy taſte is immediately diffuſed; and 
if gr. iiij. is taken for a doſe without 
dilution, it occaſions ſickneſs at the 
ſtomach, and ſometimes purges, 

It produces the moſt immediate 
effects on the conſtitution, it con- 
quers the venereal virus in the 
moſt remote parts of our ſyſtem, and 
no confinement j is neceſſary during its 


uſe. 
By 


1 
By taking half a drachm of this 

powder, and diffuſing it in an ot” 
of axunge,. a ſtrong mercutial oint- 
ment ĩs pre pared, which ſalivates rea- 
dily, and roves equally active with 
the ſame quantity of mercurial oint- 
ment made 7 _ 505 of 1 ſil- 
ver *. 


From theſe experiments and ob- 
ſervations it appears, that the moſt 
ſafe and efficacious way of giving 
Mercury internally, is. by. diffuſing 7 
an gum arabic, honey, or other viſcid 
ſubſtances ; that its action then de- 
pends on the quantity of triture which 
has been employed, by which a 
greater or leſs quantity of it under- 
goes a change, which ſeems to be a 
degree of calcination : it is likewiſe 


* dince the publication of the Second Edition 
of this Appendix, I have recommended Mer- 
curial ointment in the proportion of 3j of this 
Powder to one ounce of axunge. 
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10 ſerihed; and that the powder thus ob- 
tained, will, when diffuſed with gum 


3 i! 11 
caries to keep this powder prepared 


up with gum arabic and honey into 
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arabic or oily ſubſtances, afford us 
preparations more ſteady and uniform 
in their effects. I would therefore rey 
commend it to ſurgeons a and a ge- 


. 


\'f  «' 


in the ſhops, ſo. that it may be made 
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he form of pills or drau ights, or w ith 
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axunge into the form of an oin gt 
177 ig 


to be uſed occahionally'*. 5 


5 * As all metallic dds pned are 3 
ſuſpended in a fluid, it is probably) better) 10 
preſoribe this, powder in the are: PE, a pill on 


bolus. Fs . ; ; 
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